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Week Ending Friday, March 12, 2004 


Memorandum on Delegation of 
Certain Reporting Authority 
March 5, 2004 


Memorandum for the Administrator of the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 


Subject Delegation of Certain Reporting 
Authority 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, including section 301 of title 
3, United States Code, I hereby delegate to 
you the functions conferred upon the Presi 
dent by section 206 of the National Aero 
nautics and Space Act of 1955, as ame nded 
42 U.S.C. 2476), to provide the specific d re- 
port to the Congress. Nothing in this delega- 
tion shall be construed to impair Or otherwise 
affect the authority of the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget with ré 
spect to budget, administrative, and legisla 
tive proposals 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Registe: 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Office of the Federal Registe1 
8:45 a.m., March 9, 2004 


Note: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on March 10 


received in time for publication in the appropriate 


his item was not 


issue 


Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendments for the 
Department of Defense 

March 5, 2004 


Dear Mr Speake r 

I ask the Congress to consider the en- 
closed FY 2005 budget amendments for the 
Department of Defense reflecting the 
Army's recommendation not to proceed hu 


ther with funding for the Comanche heli- 
copter program Overall, the discretionary 
budget authority proposed in the FY 2005 
Budget would not be affected by these 
amendments 

The details of these proposals are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget 

Sincerely 


George W. Bush 


NoTI 


This item was not received in time for pub 
lication in the appropriate issue 


Proclamation 7760—Irish-American 
Heritage Month, 2004 
March 5, 2004 


By the President of the United States 
of (merica 
A Proclamation 

Millions ol 


to Ireland’s shores 


Americans trace their ancestry 
During Irish-American 
Heritage Month, we recognize these proud 
citizens and their important contributions to 
America 

Irish Americans have helped settle the 
American frontier, build our cities, and de- 
fend our homeland. Through their service in 
government and the military, they have 
helped to uphold our democracy and ad- 
vance liberty and peace around the world. 
Through their dedication to faith and family 
they have stre ngthened our communities and 
enriched our Nation’s character. 

The names of Irish Americans who have 
helped make great are familiar 
Davy Croc kett and Sam Houston helped set- 
tle the West. As Archbishop, John Cardinal 
O'Connor served the people of New York 
with conviction and compassion. President 
John Kennedy led America with steadfast de- 
termination during a time of great challenge 

These and millions of other Irish Ameri- 


America 


cans have made America better and stronger. 
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This month, we celebrate the enormous gifts 
Irish Americans have given this Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 2004 as 
Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon 
all Americans to observe this month by cele- 
brating the contributions of Irish Americans 
to our Nation 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Office of the 


March 9, 2004 


Federal Register 
§:45 a.m 


NOTI 
fice of the Press Secretarv on 


his proc lamation was released by the Of 
March 6, and it 
vas published in the Federal Register on March 
LO 


Proclamation 7761—Women’s 
History Month, 2004 
March 5, 2004 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


4 Proclamation 
During Women’s History Month, we cele- 
brate the many accomplishments of our Na 


non s women 
Wome nh are 


government 


leaders in American business 
the arts 
As moth 


ind daughters, they bring com 


law Sclence medicine 


education, and many other fields 
ers, sisters 
passion ind inte grity to our communities and 
children the 
country great 


Women today ure 


he Ip to teach ow values that 


make oul 
following in the oot 

pioneers Sarah Pierce 
Willard Beeche1 
Lvon who helped open the 
1) 


ecu 


step ol 
Emma 
Mary 


such as 


| 


Catherine and 
doors to 
ication tor women in our country 

Vision 
America 
tradition of def nding our Nation. Dun 


Margaret Coch 


ind determination « hange d 


forever. Women todav also join a 


| 
iong 


ing the Revolutionary Wai 
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ran Corbin fought as a gunner and was se- 
verely wounded at the battle of Fort Wash- 
ington. Today, more than 200,000 women are 
serving in our Nation’s Armed Forces and 
working to defend America and advance 
peace and freedom. We are grateful for their 
sacrifice and for the military families that 
support them 

This month, we celebrate the many Ways 
women strengthen and enrich America 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 2004 as 
Women’s Month. I call upon all 


Americans to observe this month with appro- 


America, 


History 


priate ceremonies and activities 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twenty -eighth 


George W. Bush 


Filed 
8:45 a.m 


vith the Office of the Federal 


March 9, 2004 


Register 


NotI 
fice of the 
was publish d in the Federal Re gistel 
10 


his proclamation was r¢ leased by the Of 
March 6, and it 
on March 


secretary on 


> 
Press 


Proclamation 7762—Save Your 
Vision Week, 2004 


March 5. 2004 


By the Pre sick nt of the [ nite d States 
of (me rica 
A Proclamation 


Millions of Americans enjoy healthy vision 
Yet 


from vision loss that could have been pre 


each vear, many of our citizens suffer 


vented or reversed with effective detection 


and appropriate intervention. Commemo- 


oul sion eel 
\ \ \ 


rating Save reminds us of 


] 
the importance of including eye care as part 


, health 
ol a regular preventive health routine 


‘ 4 
Eating healthy foods, wearing safety glass 


} { ] 
es, and avoiding the harmful effects of the 


] 1 
sun's ultraviolet rays are ways to help to kee p 


l 1 » J 
our eyes healthy. Regular, comprehensive 
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exams are also important to maintain good 
vision and eye health. For children, regular 
eye exams Can help parents ensure that their 
children’s vision is developing normally and 
can identify a problem before it becomes 
more serious. For adults, eye care profes- 
sionals can detect glaucoma and eye damage 
from diabetes in the early stages of progres 
sion, thereby preventing further harm. Dia 
betes can seriously affect vision in addition 
to general health. An estimated 40 to 45 per- 
cent of all people diagnosed with diabetes 
will develop some degree of diabetic retinop 
athy, a leading cause of new cases of blind- 
ness in working-age Americans that often 
presents few warning signs and no pain 
Other eve 
cause vision damage and eventual blindness 


diseases such as glaucoma may 


without the individual being aware of a prob 
lem. 

The Department of Health and Human 
Services is working to identify opportunities 
health of all Americans 
through Healthy People 2010, a national dis 
ease prevention plan. This plan includes the 
Healthy Vision 2010 Initiative, which is ad 
dressing many of the challenges posed by th 


to improve the 


loss or impairme nt of vision 

The 
proved December 30, 1963, as amended (77 
Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 138 1 and 
requested the President to proclaim the first 
Save You 
Vision Week.” During this week, I encourags 


Congress, by joint resolution ap 


has authorize 
week in March of each vear as 


all Americans to learn more about ways to 
prevent eye problems for themselves and to 
help others maintain the 
sight 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America 
do hereby proc laim March 7 through March 
13, 2004, as Your Vision Week. I ures 


' 
ail Americans to partic ipate 
I 


precious gilt ol 


Save 


by mal Ing eve 


t of tl 


care and eve safety an Important pai 
lives and to get regular eye examinations 
1 


also encour ive eve Care protessionals eaci 
] . | 
ers, the media, and all public ind priv ite 


ganizations de cicate d to preserving eves 
I 
1! 
to jon mn activities that will raise aware 


all citizens can take t 


of the measure: 
tect vision 


In Witness Whereof, | have her 
my hand this fifth dav of March, in the ve 
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of our Lord two thousand four, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 


George W. Bush 


Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 
8:45 a.m., March 9, 2004 


Note: This prow lamation was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on March 6, and it 
was published in the Fed ral Re gister on March 
1O 


The President’s Radio Address 
March 6, 2004 

This week _ terrorists 
launched a series of attacks in Iraq, targeting 
religious sites in Baghdad and Karbala during 


Good morning 


commemorations marking the Shi'a holy day 
Laura and I and the 
people were filled with grief and anger at 


of Ashoura American 
these terrible acts of murder, which took the 
lives of dozens of innocent Lraqis 

Some of these killers behind these attacks 
are supporters of Saddam's former regime 
All of them are 


determined to halt and reverse all progress 


Others are foreign terrorists 


toward freedom in [raq. One ol the terrorist 
leaders, a killer named Zarqawi recently 
wrote to a Al Qaida terrorist of his 


plan to tear Iraq apart with ethnic violence 


Senor 


to undermine [raqi security forces, to demor- 
alize our coalition, and to prevent the rise 


yt The 


a sovereign, democratic government 


{ 
killer’s strategy will fail 
after the 


saw members of Iraq's Governing Council 


Immediately attacks, the world 
ind other li LIS quickly condemn the bomb 
ings and voice their determination that their 
country will be peaceful and free. The Iraqi 
do the 


rie mibe rs Of oul coalition Fighting alongside 


peopl refuse to live in fear. and so 


the peopl ol Iraq we will defeat the terror 
IStS who Sec } 


O plung Iraq into chaos and 


} 
ind Wwe will 


I lraq fo! 
peace ful 

| l 

Phe Iraqi 


Violence stand with the peopl 
} "a ld 
is long as to Dulld a 


ind 


necessary 
ful d 
successtul Gemocracy 


pe opk are making eXce Ih nt 
I I 


progress. Members of the Governing Coun i] 
having t et ind open and spirited rar 


; 
is they complete a new framework for 
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This transitional ad- 
ministrative law will result in protecting the 


governing their nation. 


rights of all Iraqis and will move the country 
toward a democratic future 

A year ago, Iraq’s only law was the whim 
of one brutal man. When the new law takes 
effect, Iraqis will, for the first time in dec- 
under the clear protections of a 
written bill of rights. Under this law, all Iraqis 
will be treated equally. No religious or ethnic 


ades, live 


groups will be favored, and none will suffer 
discrimination at the hands of the state. 

The law will protect the rights of free 
speech and peaceful assembly, the right to 
organize political parties, the right to vote 
in fair elections, and the right to worship ac- 
cording to one’s own conscience. The law 
also will guarantee the right to a speedy, fair, 
and open trial. No Iraqi will ever again have 
to fear the midnight knock of the secret po- 
lice 

The transitional administrative law will es- 
tablish a clear path for the transition to full 
30th of this year 
Our coalition of 34 countries and the U nite d 
Nations will continue 


lraqi sovereignty on June 


to work closely with 
the [raqi people as they progress toward this 
goal. The law calls for the election of a transi- 
2005 
L that vear, this assembly will draft a new 
saan A to be ratified by the Iraqi people 
And by the end of next vear, the [raqi people 
will elect a parliament and establish a Gov- 


— national assembly by January 31, 


ernment that is fully representative and truly 


free 

Difficult work in creating a new Iraqi Gov- 
ernment remains. Yet Iraqis are equal to the 
tasks them. The [raqi people have 
shown the world that they are fully capable 
of living in freedom 


before 


Thank you for listening 


Nore: The address was recorded 3:51 p.m. on 
March 4 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, for 
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 6. The trans« ript 
available by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary on March 5 but was embargoed for release 
until the In his remarks, the President 
referred to senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab 
Al Zarqawi President Saddam Hus 
sein of Iraq The Office of the 
also released a Spanish language transcript of this 


address 


Was made 


broadcast 


and former 


Press Secretary 


The President’s News Conference 
With President Vicente Fox of 
Mexico in Crawford, Texas 

March 6, 2004 


President 
Bienvenidos 

President Fox. Gracias 

President Bush. Mr. President, Laura and 
I are pleased to welcome you and Marta to 
Crawford. I was honored : 


Bush. Hola Que tal? 


is my first trip 
abroad as Pre — ‘nt to accept your invitation 
1 San Cristobal. We've met 
Today I'm pleased to host 
you here at our ranch. 

' Mexico and the United States are 
than neighbors. We are partners in building 


to your home 
many times te 


more 


a safer more democratic, and more pros- 
perous hemisphere. In this age of terror, the 
security of our borders is more important 
than ever, and the cooperation between Mex- 
ico and Ame rican border and law enforce - 
ment is stronger than ever 

Through the Border Partnership Agree- 
ment, our two nations are improving the in- 
frastructure at ports of entry along our com- 
mon border. We’ 


law-abiding 


re using technology to allow 
travelers to border 
quickly and easily, while officials concentrate 
on stopping possible threats. Our Mexican 


and American officials are working together 


cross the 


to arrest dangerous criminals, including drug 
who traffic human 
President Fox and I are determined 
to protect the safety of American people and 
the Mexican pe ople. 


smugglers and those 


beings 


President Fox and I are continuing our ef- 
forts to support democracy in the region. I 
support the 
order 


bringing 
and stability to Haiti. As our efforts 
Mexico’s further 


President's help in 


move forward, I welcome 
support 

to cochair 
the Bolivia Support Group to protect the in- 
stitutions of democracy in that country. We 
will work with the Organization of American 
States help ensure the integrity of the 


Presidential recall and referendum process 


Our two nations will continue 


underway in Venezuela. 

I am committed to working with President 
Fox to expand free and fair trade between 
our We've lift both our 
nations and both our economies. Over the 


nations seen trade 
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past decade, trade between the United States 
and Mexico has nearly tripled to about $230 
billion. Today, Mexico is America’s second- 
largest trading partner, and we are Mexico's 
largest. 

We will continue to work together and 
with Canada to enhance our common pros- 
perity. Selling American goods and services 
in foreign markets is vital to the American 
economy. Selling our products abroad cre 
ates jobs for America. We must reject eco- 
There is no future in 
walling America off from the rest of the 
world. American workers and families, no 
less than the people of Mexico and the peo- 
ple of all nations, benefit from free and fair 
trade 

We will work to ensure a system of sale 
and orderly migration. Earlier this year, | 
proposed a temporary-worker program, not 
an amnesty program, that will offer legal sta- 
tus as temporary workers to undocumented 


nomic isolationism 


men and women who were employed in the 
United States when I announced this pro 
posal 

Under this program, America will also wel 
come workers from foreign countries who 
have been offered jobs by American employ 
ers that no American has filled. ] oppose am 
nesty, placing undocumented workers on the 
automatic path to citizenship. This program 
will match willing workers with willing em- 
ployers without disadvantaging those who 
have followed the law and waited in line to 
achieve American citizenship. 

This new temporary-worker program will 
strengthen both the American and Mexican 
[he United States will benefit 
from the labor of hard-working immigrants 
Mexico will benefit as productive citizens ar 


economies 


able to return home with money to invest 
and spend in their Nation’s economy 

This system will be more humane to work 
ers. who will be protected by labor laws and 
able to establish their identities. It will live 
up to the highest ideals of free nations 

Mr. President, thank you for the excellent 
dialog we had today Thank you for the le ad- 
ership you provide for our neighbor and 
friend. And thank you for being a friend to 
Laura and me. Bienvenidos 

President Fox. Good morning. I would 
like to thank the President and his wife, Mrs 


Laura Bush, for inviting us here to spend 
some time with them here at the ranch at 
Crawford, some time for friendship and some 
time for hard work 

We have a long tradition of relationships 
and meetings with Presidents Bush and Fox. 
starting with the meeting in the ranch at San 
Cristobal, where we developed a work agen- 
da. We spoke —both Presidents continue to 
review, looking forward to what lies ahead. 

We know the value of the open relation- 
ship, commercial relationship, and the im- 
pact that it has had on both these nations 
and the unprecedented levels of prosperity 
that it brings to our people. It’s a two-way 


street, a two-way commercial street. It’s a 


buying and selling operation. 


I would like to point out that Mexico buys 
from U.S., the United States, in volumes that 
equal the volumes of Germany, Spain, Italy, 
and France. All of this creates employment 
And that’s why we continue to revise the 
commercial agenda, and we can see that 
things are going well in this direction 

Immigration is a subject that is of shared 
responsibility between both our nations. But 
we have a shared definition about immigra- 
tion. We have to work together to develop 
a legal system that is orderly and safe and 
respects the dignity of those involved. It is 
clear to us that the people who come to this 
country make a significant contribution to 
y. And I underline the 
fact that I refer to those who are working 
to contribute to the economy 


the American economy 


And that is why we welcome President 
Bush’s proposal that he made in January. And 
that is why, in our meetings, we worked to 
advance this proposal, and that’s what we 
We welcome the 
news that was confirmed today with regard 
to visitors to the U.S. from Mexico. We rec 
ognize the value to those who come to the 
United States to study, to con- 
tribute. And we appreciate what this will do 
to the flow of visitors now that they will not 


have been doing today 


to work 


have to be photographed or fingerprinted at 
the frontier for short visits to the United 
States. We appreciate what that will do the 
flow of people coming to this country 

The other good news this year is the 
about the NAFTA visa for professionals, that 
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allows professionals to come and work in ei- 
ther country and contribute to both 
We also appreciate the recent visit of Sec- 


retary Ridge, talking about the cooperation 
And we 
understand that this is progressing well and 


in security between our countries 


we have a solid and good basis to move for- 
ward, always respecting the security issues 
that are essential to both countries. We have 
spoken about competition and productivity 
and jobs. In order to allow the initiative of 
the United States, together with Canada, this 
will allow us to protect jobs in the region, 
and through the North American Initiative, 
contribute to the economies and to the work- 
force on both sides of the bordex 

In the fields of energy and industrial prod- 
ucts, food products, sanitation systems, and 
systems for the protection of food products, 
the contributing opportunities for businesses, 
these are all subjects which are moving for- 
And we look forward to agree- 
ments with Canada in the near future that 
will contribute to the North American Initia- 
which will benefit the three 
this region 


ward well 


tive nations in 

Then in the area of the international rela- 
tions, specifically in the Caribbean, we have 
been revising our joint efforts in that area 
And we will continue to work in 
of Haiti and Venezuela, Bolivia 
in the region to promote democracy and 
human development and sustainable eco- 


} - 
the areas 


and others 


nomic systems 
Thank you 
President Bush. 
Scott? Two questions? Dos preguntas por 
cado lado 


Jennifer 


How many questions, 


Jennifer Loven, Associated 


Press| 


National Economy 


Q. Thank you, sir. Senator Kerry has been 
hitting you pretty hard on job growth. And 
yesterday's report gave his arguments a little 
bit more traction. Can you tell the American 
people why they shouldn't listen to his argu- 
ments and vote for your 

President Bush. The economy is getting 
stronger. We've overcome a lot We've been 
through a recession. We've been through an 
attack. We've been through corporate scan- 
dals. We've been through war, and yet our 


economy is getting stronger And the ques- 
tion is, who brings forth the best pro-growth 
policies. You've heard us talk about the ad- 
vantages of trade. This Nation must reject 
economic isolationism. We need less regula- 
tion. We need tort reform. We need to make 
sure the tax cuts are permanent. Raising taxes 
will make it harder for people to find work. 
We've got a pro-growth, pro-entrepreneur, 
pro-small business agenda that is making this 
economy stronger. 

Do you want to translate that? Okay. You 
don’t have to. [Laughter] 


[At this point, a translation was provided. | 


President Bush. Make sure you tell them 
Don’t raise taxes. [Laughter]| 


[A translation was provided 


President Bush. Like some others want 
to do 


[A translation was provided 


President Bush. Okay, thank you 
| Laughte r 


[President Fox spoke in Spanish and no 


translation was prot ided. | 


President Bush. Blame it on me 
ter| 


| Laugh- 


|A question was asked in Spanish, and no 


translation was prot ided. | 


President Bush. Si, si. | 
Compre ndo 


understand 


First of all, President Fox has made it very 
clear that democracy and transparency and 
rule of law are integral values of Mexico. And 
where there is corruption, there will be law 
and justice, no matter who is responsible 
And that is a commitment of this President 
and it’s a commitment I share, because in 
our own country we've had corporate scan- 
dals. And what's important in both countries 
is to deal with these issues through rule of 
law and to hold people to account when 
they're guilty of betraying the trust 

Who do you want, Scott? Okay, how are 
your ; 

Q. Hi 

President Bush. 
Laughter] 


Welcome. Pelo 


roja. 
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September 11 
Q. Mr. President, some 


families of the 9/11 victims 


firefighters and 
of the 9/11 vie- 
tims want you to pull your campaign ad fo- 
cusing on the tragedy. Are you prepared to 
honor their wishes? 

President Bush. First of all, I will con- 
tinue to speak about the effects of 9/11 on 
our country and my Presidency I will con 
tinue to mourn the loss of life on that day 
but I'll never forget the lessons. The terror 
and | 
will continue to pursue this war. I have an 


ists declared war on us on that day 


obligation to those who died. I have an obli 
gation to those who were heroic in their at- 
tempts to rescue and I won't forget that obli 
gation. 

How this administration handled that day 
as well as the war on terror is worthy of dis- 
cussion. And I look forward to discussing that 
with the American people. And I look for 
ward to the debate about who best to lead 
this country in the war on terror 


Por fin 
Immigration Policy 
|A question was asked in Spanish 


President Bush. Vamos a ver 
ver. Go ahead, want to translate? To mak 
sure I got all of it 

Interpreter. The question is on the immi 
gration policy. The Government of Mexico 
wanted to know what the date certain would 


Varn Ss a 


be for this new program or what proposals 


you have for temporary immigrants, and how 


do you believe it will affect the upcoming 


election process? 
President Bush. Well, we just—the 


dent just discussed the border crossing cards 


Presi 


the issue of the border crossing cards, and 
he discussed the professional visas. And so 
we re making progress 

I put forth what I think is a very reasonable 
proposal and a humane proposal one that 
is not amnesty but in fact recognizes that 
there are good, honorable, hard working 
people here doing jobs Americans won't do 
And I certainly hope the Congress takes this 
issue up. But there’s no telling what's going 
very 
difficult to give a date. The date that matters 
to me is the date in which I laid out what 


to happen in an election year, so it’s 


Var 


S 


I think is a reasonable plan which 
January 

Mr. President, thank you 

President Fox. Gracias 

President Bush. Thank you all. Enjoy the 
rest of your day . 


Attorney General Ashcroft 


Q. Any word on John Ashcroft? 

President Bush. | talked to him last night 

Q. How is he? 

President Bush. He sounded groggy but 
optimistic that they'd get the pancreas settled 
down 


Thank you 


NoTE: The President's news conference began at 
11 am. In his remarks, he referred to White 
House Press Secretary Scott McClellan. President 
Fox spoke in Spanish and some reporters asked 
thei questions in Spanish and their remarks were 
translated by an interpreter 


Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Luncheon in Dallas, Texas 
March 8, 2004 


Thank you all very much. Thanks for com 
ing. I told Louis I like a short introduction 
Laughter| He didn’t let me down. I'm glad 
you all are here. Nothing like spending the 
weekend in Texas, and there’s nothing better 
than being with a bunch of friends. I’m so 
pleased that you all came. Thanks for being 
here. If you can’t count on your home State 
in politics, you're in deep troubl 

Texas is going to be the cornerstone of the 
victory that Dick Cheney and I are going to 
achieve in November of 2004. And I appre 
ciate so very much your loyal friendship It 
just means a lot to Laura and me Spe aking 
She’s 
eating lunch at Galatoire’s, and you're stuck 


about Laura, she is in New Orleans 
with me. [Laughter] But she’s doing great 
She's a fabulous First Lady 

Vice 
dent. I'm proud to have him standing by my 
side. I oftentimes say Dick Cheney is the 
country s greatest Vice President ever. Moth- 


ge 
And Dick Cheney is a great Presi- 


er says, “Wait a second.” [Laughter] 
I appreciate my friend Louis Beecher! 
He’s been a longtime friend, and you can 


count on Louis. And Louis, I want to thank 
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you for being the Dallas regional finance 
chair 

I’m honored to be on the stage with a man 
who's doing a fabulous job as the Governor 
of the great State of Texas, Rick Perry. 

Texas is blessed to have two really good, 
fantastic United States Senators in Kay Bai- 
ley Hutchison and John Cornyn. I'm proud 
to call them friends 
ing 

I want to thank Fred Meyer and Jeanne 
Johnson Phillips and Roger Williams and all 
the re ‘gional chairs and all the people who 
worked hard to fill up this hall. Thank you 
for your hard work. I want to thank my friend 
Mercer Reynolds from Cincinnati, Ohio, who 


Bush-Cheney 


Thank you all for com- 


is the national chairman for 
04. He’s doing a really good job 
I want to thank the Members of 


United States Congress who are 


the 
start 
ing with Ralph Hall. Ralph, I'm for you in 
all the 


he re 


tomorrow s primary 
be st 
Chairman 


I wish you very 
Thank vou. Glad you’re here 
with 


thanks for coming. I'm proud you're here 


Joe Barton is us. Joe, 
Ap prec iate you coming. Sam Johnson is with 
_ Good to 
Shirley. |] — » Pete I'm 
glad you're Pet Pete a big 
I'm pulling for aA Got to make sure 


you turn out to vote 


us today thanks for coming 


see Sessions 
here has got 
race 
for this good Congress- 
han 

appreciate Michael Burgess being here 
Michael Fi- 
a man who 1S making a mark aS a good 
Jeb Hensarling. I 
ippreciate you coming Jeb 
Acricultural 
Thank you for 


as well thank you for coming 
nally 


freshman Congressman 


friend 
Susan Combs 
I know Victor C 


railro id commissioner 


I saw my Commis- 


sioner being 
here arrillo is with us today, 

Good to see you, Vic- 
Michael Williams is with us. Mike 


One I was Michael’s cam- 
paign chairman in the 


tor good 


to see you time 
Xepublican primary 
in Midland County and helped him come in 
third. |Laughter| He 
campaign chairman, and now he’s doing big 
things statewide the State 
| Laughter 

I want to thank very much the speaker of 
the house who is with us today 
Craddick, Midland. Where are you, 


Tommy? Thanks for coming. You’re doing a 


got rid of me as his 


inh of Texas 


Tommy 
from 


Mar 
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All the members of the 
senate who are here. 


fine job. house and 
’ local officials. 

But most importantly, I want to thank the 
grassroots activists. I want to thank you for 
fixing to do, which is man those 
phones, put up the signs, and turn out a huge 
vote. We’ re 

Finally, it’s good to see my friend Jack 
Graham, with the pastor of 
Prestonwood Baptist Church. I want to thank 
Jack for delivering the invocation. I want to 
thank you all for your prayers It means a 
lot to Laura and me gift to 
and for that, 


what you're 
» counting on you. 


who _ is us, 


It’s a fantastic 
give to anybody in public office 
we're really grateful 
Last Tuesday : 
Kerry 
I told him I was looking forward to a spirited 
campaign 


placed a call to Senator 
I congratulated him on his victory, and 


It’s going to be an interesting de- 
bate on the issues. My opponent spent two 
He a long time 
in Washington, and he’s built up quite a 
Senator Kerry has been in Wash- 
ington so long that he’s taken both sides on 
just about every issue. [Laughter] Senator 
Kerry voted the PATRIOT Act, for 
NAFTA, for the No Child Left Behind Act, 


decades in Congress spent 


recor¢ | 


for 


and for the use of force in Iraq. Now he op- 
poses the PATRIOT Act, NAFTA, the No 
Child Left Behind Act, 
Iraq. My opponent clearly has — beliefs 
They just don’t last very long. | 


and the liberation of 
Laughter 

The voters have a very clear choice in 1 this 
tax relief that 
is moving this economy forward or putting 
the burden of higher taxes back on the Amer- 
ican people, a clear choice between an Amer- 
ica that leads the world with strength and 
confidence America that 
in the face of danger 


election between keeping the t 


oO! uncertain 


an 1S 
alternative 
squarely before the American people | look 


forward to this campaign 


I look forward to setting the 


look forward to 
make my case to the great people of this land. 
We've achieved great things in the 
years. Most important, we have 


past 3 
1 positive vi- 
years ahead, 
a positive vision for winning the war against 
and extending peace and freedom 
throughout our world, a positive vision for 


sion, an optimistic vision for the 
terror 


creating jobs and promoting opportunity and 


compassion at home. I will leave no doubt 
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where we stand, and we will win on the 2d 
of November 

The last 3 years have brought serious chal- 
lenges, and we've given serious answers. We 
came to office with a stock market in decline 
and an economy heading into recession. We 
delivered historic tax relief, and now out 
economy is the fastest growing of any major 
industrialized nation 

We had to confront corporate crimes that 
cost people their jobs and their savings, so 
we passed strong corporate reforms and 
made it clear we will not tolerate dishonesty 
in the boardrooms of America 

We saw war and grief arrive on a quiet 
September morning, sO we pursue the ter- 
rorist enemy across the world. We've cap 
tured or killed many key leaders of the Al 
Qaida network, and the rest of them will 
learn there is no cave or hole deep enough 
to hide from American justice 

We confronted the dangers of state-spon- 
sored terror and the spread of weapons of 
mass destruction, so we ended two of the 


most violent and dangerous regimes on 


And 


once again, America is proud to lead the ar 


Earth. We freed over 50 million peopl 


mies of liberation 

When Dick Cheney and I came to Wash 
ington, we found a military that was under 
funded and underappreciated, so we gave 
our military the resources and respect they 
And today, no one in the world can 
question the skill and the strength and the 
spirit of the United States military 

When we came to office. people had got 


deserve 


ten used to gridlock, and old proble ms were 
used to score points Old proble ms were po 
liticized and debated and then just passed 


on from year to year. We came to Wash- 


ington to get some things done for the peo 


ple We passed major reforms to raise the 
standards in public schools. We passed _ré 
forms in Medicare to get prescription drugs 
and choices to our seniors. We chose to lead 
and we have delivered results for the Amer 
ican people 

It is the President's job to confront prob 
lems, not to pass them on to future Presi- 
dents and future generations. The President 
needs to step up and make the hard decisions 
and keep his commitments. And that is how 
I will continue to lead our country 
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Great events will turn on this election. The 
man who sits in the Oval Office will set the 
course of the war on terror and the direction 
of our economy The security and prosperity 
of America are at stake. My opponent hasn't 
offered much in the way of strategies to win 
the war or policies to expand our economy 
So far all we hear from that side is a lot of 
old bitterness and partisan anger. Soon he'll 
learn, anger is not an agenda for America 
[ will confront the big issues with optimism 
and Dick 
Cheney and I stand ready to lead this Nation 
tor 4 more years. 


and resolve and determination. 


A big issue for every family in America is 
the Federal tax burden. With the largest tax 
relief since Ronald Reagan was the Presi- 
dent, we have left more mone y in the hands 
that earned it. By spending and investing and 
helping to create new jobs, the American 
people have used their money far better than 
the Government would have 

Because we acted, our economy is growing 
stronger. The economy grew in the second 
half of 2003 at the fastest rate in nearly 20 
years. Productivity is high. Business invest- 
ment is rising. Interest rates and inflation are 
low Homeownership is at the highest rate 
We've 


added more than 350,000 new jobs over the 


ever. Manufacturing is increasing 
last 6 months. The tax relief we passed is 
working 

My opponent has plans for those tax cuts 
He wants to take them away. He would use 
that money to expand the size and the reach 
of the Federal Government. I’ve got a better 
idea: To keep the economy growing and to 
create jobs, the tax cuts must be permanent 

We must do more to keep this economy 
growing so people can find work. We need 
to maintain fiscal discipline in Washington, 
DC. We need to protect small-business own- 
ers and employees from the frivolous and 
junk lawsuits that make it expensive to do 
business. We need to help control the cost 
of health care 
plans, health savings accounts, and this Con- 
gress must pass national medical liability re- 
form. We need to open up markets for Texas 


by association health care 


farmers and ranchers and entrepreneurs and 
manufacturers. We need to pass sound en- 
ergy legislation to modernize our electricity 
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system and to make this country less depend- 
ent on foreign sources of energy 

My opponent talks about job creation, but 
he is against every one of these job-creating 
measures. Empty talk about jobs and eco- 
nomic isolationism won't get anyone hired. 
The way to create jobs is our pro-growth, 
pro-entrepreneur economic agenda 

This economy of ours is going through a 
time of challenge and change. We're helping 
people to gain the skills and security to make 
a ZOC dd liv ing, to look forward to a good retire- 
All skills start with education. That’s 
why I worked so hard with Congress to pass 
the No Child Left Behind Act 


law is challenging the soft bigotry of low ex- 


ment 
This good 


pectations. We've raised the standards. We're 


demanding accountability in every public 


school in America. We ¢ xpect every child in 


this country to learn to read and write and 
add and subtract so not one single child gets 


left behind 

There’s more to do. I look forward to 
working with Congress. We must help high 
school students who fall behind in reading 
and math. We’ve got plans to help our com- 
munity colleges train workers for the indus- 
tries that are creating most new jobs. Edu- 
cation is the gateway to a hopeful future, and 
this administration clearly understands that 
gate must be open to all Americans 

We're working toward an ownership SOci- 
ety in this administration in which more peo- 
pl own their own homes and build their own 
savings. That’s what we want. We want more 
people owning their own small businesses 
We want people to own and manage their 
health care plans We want younger workers 
to own and manage their retirement under 
Social Security. When people have solid as- 
sets, they gain independence and security 
and more control over their future. I believe 
in private property SO much I want everyone 
in America to have some 

On issue after issue, there is a clear choice 
My opponent is against personal retirement 
accounts, against putting patients in charge 
of Medicare, against tax relief. He seems to 
be against every idea that gives Americans 
more choices, and more con- 
It’s the same old 
Washington mindset: They'll give you the or- 
ders, and you will pay the bills. I've got news 


more authority 


trol over our own lives 


for the Washington crowd. America has gone 
beyond that Way of thinking, and we're not 
going back 

Our future also depends on America’s 
leadership in the world. The momentum of 
freedom in our time is strong, but we still 
face serious challenges. Al Qaida is wounded 
but not broken. Terrorists are testing our will 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Regimes in North 
Korea and Iran are challenging the peace 
If America shows weakness and uncertainty 
in this decade, the world will drift toward 
tragedy. This will not happen on my watch. 

This Nation is strong and confident in the 
no friend or 
enemy doubts the word of the United States 
America and our allies gave an ultimatum to 
the Afghanistan. The 
Taliban chose defiance, and the Taliban are 


cause of freedom. And today 


terror regime in 
no longer in power. America and our allies 
gave an ultimatum to the terror regime in 
[raq The dictator chose defiance, and now 
the dictator sits in a prison cell 

September the Lith, 2001, taught a lesson 
I will never forget: America must confront 
threats before they fully materialize. In Iraq, 
my administration looked at the intelligence 
information, and we saw a threat. The Con- 
gress looked at the intelligence, and they Saw 
a threat. The United Nations Security Coun- 
cil looked at the intelligence, and it saw a 
threat. The previous administration and Con- 
gress looked at the intelligence and made re- 
gime change in [raq the policy of our coun- 
try 

In 2002, the United Nations 
Council yet again demanded a full account- 


Security 


ing of Saddam Hussein’s weapons programs 
As he had for over a decade, Saddam Hussein 
refused to comply. So we had a choice to 
make—I had a choice to make—either to 
take the word of a madman or take action 
to defend that 


choice 


; with 
[ will defend America every time 

My opponent admits that Saddam Hussein 
was a threat, he just didn’t support my deci- 


our country. Faced 


sion to remove Saddam from power Maybe 
he Was hoping Saddam would lose the next 
Iraqi election. [Laughter] We showed the 
dictator and a watching world that America 
means what it says. Because our coalition 
acted, Saddam’s torture chambers are closed 


Because we acted, Iraq’s weapons programs 
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are ended forever. Because we acted, nations 
like Libya have gotten the message and re- 
nounced their own weapons programs. Be- 
cause we acted, an example of democracy is 
rising in the very heart of the Middle East 
Because we acted, the world is more safe 
and America is more secure. 

We still face thugs and terrorists in Lraq 
who would rather go on killing the innocent 
than accept the advance of liberty. They 
know that a free Iraq will be a major defeat 
for the cause of terror. A collection of killers 
is trying to shake our will. They don’t under- 
stand America. America will never be intimi- 
dated by thugs and assassins 

We are aggressively striking the terrorists 
in Iraq, defeating them there so we will not 
:) We're 
calling on other nations to help [raq to build 
a tree society, which will make the world 
more secure. We're standing with the Lraqi 


have to face them in our own country 


people as thev assume more of their own de 


fense and move towards self-government 
These aren't easy tasks, but they are essential 
tasks. We will finish what we have begun 
and we will win this essential victory in the 
war on terror 

On national security, Americans have the 
clearest possible choice My opponent says 
he approves of bold action in the world but 
only if other countries don’t object. I'm for 
all—I’m all for united action, and so are the 
34 coalition partners we have in Iraq right 
America must (me! 


ica’s national security decisions to the leaders 


now never outsource 
of other countries 

Some are skeptical that the war on terro1 
is really a war at all. Just days ago my oppo- 
nent indicated he’s not comfortable using the 
word “war” to describe the struggle we re In 
He said, “I don’t want to use that termi 
nology ’ He also said the war on terror is 
far less of a military operation and far more 
entorce- 
ment operation I disagree Our Nation fol 
lowed that approach after the World Trade 
Center was bombed in 1993. The matter was 


of an intelligence-gathering, law 


handled in the courts and thought by some 
to be settled. But the terrorists were still 
training in Afghanistan, plotting in other na- 
tions, and drawing up more ambitious plans 
And after the chaos and carnage of Sep- 
tember the 11th, it is not enough to serve 
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our enemies with legal papers. With those 
attacks, the terrorists and their supporters 
declared war on the United States of Amer- 
ica, and war is what they got 

One very important part of this war is in- 
telligence gathering, as Senator Kerry noted 
Yet in 1995, 2 years after the attack on the 
World Trade Center, my opponent intro- 
duced a bill to cut the overall intelligence 
budget by $12 billion. His bill was so deeply 
irresponsible that he didn’t have a single co- 
sponsor in the United States Senate. Once 
again, Senator Kerry is trying to have it both 
ways. He’s for good intelligence, yet he was 
willing to gut the intelligence services. And 
that is no way to lead a nation in a time of 
war 

Our intelligence professionals are taking 
great risks and doing a great job. And so are 
the men and women of the United States 
military At bases across our country and the 
world, I have had the privilege of meeting 
with those who defend our country and sac- 


I've seen the great de- 


S 


rifice for our security 
cency and their unselfish courage. I assure 
vou, ladies and gentlemen the cause of free- 
dom is in good hands 

This Nation is prosperous and strong, yet 
we need to remember that our greatest 
strength is in the hearts and souls of our citi- 
zens. We're strong because of the values we 
try to live by, courage and compassion, rev- 
erence and integrity. We're strong because 
of the institutions that help give us direction 
and purpose, families and schools and reli- 
gious congregations. These values and insti- 
They 


deserve the respect of our Government. We 


tutions are fundamental to our lives 


stand for fair treatment of faith-based groups 
so they can receive Federal support for their 
works of compassion and healing. We will 
not stand for Government discrimination of 
people of faith 

We stand for welfare reforms that require 
work and_ strengthen 
which have he Iped millions of Americans 
find independence and dignity. We will not 


marriage, reforms 


stand for any attempt to weaken those re- 
forms and to send people back into lives of 
dependence. 

We stand for a culture of life in which 
every person counts and every person mat- 
ters. We will not stand for the treatment of 
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any life as a commodity to be experimented 
upon exploited, or cloned 

We stand for the confirmation of judges 
who strictly and faithfully interpret the law 
VM 
democracy by legislating from the bench and 
trv to remake the culture of America by court 
order 


e will not stand for judge s who undermine 


We stand for a culture of responsibility in 
We're changing the culture of this 
from one “If it feels 
do it,” “If you've got a problem, 
blame somebody else, 


America 
country that has said 
good and 
to a culture in which 
each of us understands we are responsible 
fortunate 


a mother or a father. 


for the decisions we make. If you're 


enough to be you're 
responsible for loving your child with all your 
heart. If vou’re worried about the quality of 
the education in the community in which you 
live, you're responsible for doing something 
[f you're a CEO in corporate Amer- 
ica, you're responsible for telling the truth 
to your shareholders and your employees 
And in this new responsibility culture, each 


about it 


of us is responsible for loving our neighbor 
just like we'd like to be loved ourself 

For these 
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
exper ted of leaders. This is not one of those 
times. You and I ; 
the stakes are 
difficult 
when resolve 1S needed 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
era ended and Sep- 
a the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. I'll never forget that day 
Workers in hardhats were ‘What- 
takes.” One me and 
Don’t let me down.” all did that 
these men and women searching 
through the rubble took it personally. I took 
it personally. I have a responsibility that goes 
on. I will never relent in bringing justice to 
will defend the 
America, whatever it takes 

In these 


all Americans years in our his- 


ire living in a period when 
» high, when the challenges are 
when the clear, a time 


( hoices are 


one anothe1 


began 


shouting 
ever it man pointed at 
said As we 


day 


our enemies security of 
times, I’ve also been a witness 
to the character of this Nation. Not so long 
ago, some had their doubts about the Amer- 
ican character, our capacity to meet serious 
challenges or to serve 


self-interest 


a cause greater than 
But Americans have given their 
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answer. I've seen the unselfish courage of our 
heroism of Americans 
in the face of danger. I’ve seen the spirit of 


troops. I've seen the 
service and compassion renewed in our coun- 
try. We've all seen our Nation unite in com- 
mon purpose when it mattered most 

We will need all these qualities for the 
work ahead. We have a war to win, and the 
world is counting on us to lead the cause 
We 1 duty to 
spre ad opportunity to every corner of Amer- 
ica. This is the work that history has set be- 
We welcome it, and we know, 
our country, the best days lie ahead 

Mav God bless you all 


of freedom and peace have a 


fore us for 


NotI at the 


referred to 


The President spoke at 
Fairmont Hotel. In his remarks, he 
Louis A. Beecherl, Jr., Dallas regional finance 
chairman, Jeanne Johnson Phillips, Texas State fi- 
chairman, J. Roger Williams, north 
Texas regional finance chairman, and Mercer Rey- 
nolds finance chairman, Bush-Cheney 
04 Rick Perry of Fred Mever 
chairman Republican National Committee Presi- 
dential Victory Shirley Johnson, wife of 
Representative Johnson of 


2:03 p-m 


nance vice 
national 
Inc.: Gov Texas 
Team; 
Sam 
Combs, commissioner, Texas Department of Agri- 
culture; Victor G and Michael 

Williams, commissioner, Railroad Commission 
of fom Craddick, speaker, Texas House 
of Representatives and former President Saddam 


Texas: Susan 
Carrillo, chairman 


Te *XaS 


Hussein of Iraq 


Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Houston, Texas 


March 8, 2004 

Thank you all 
(laughter| 
Thanks for a great Houston welcome 
glad to be Nothing like 
end in Texas to kind of refresh the 
41, tell him I was asking 
laughter} Mother 
there at the Rice Epicurean |Laughter| I do 
want to thank you all for being so kind to 
Mother and Dad. Houston. They 
love the citizens of Houston. The y're proud 
to call this place just like I'm proud 


Go ahead and be seated 


unless you don’t have a seat 


I'm SO 
a week- 


By 


back home 
soul 
the way, if you see 


about him or over 


The *y k ve 


home ‘ 
to call Texas home 

I'm feeling pretty good about my chances 
Texas. [Laughter] But I'm not going to 
take anything for granted. With your help, 


in 
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Texas is going to be the cornerstone for a 
national victory in November of this year 
Vice President Cheney and I are looking for- 
ward to working here in Texas to get as many 
votes as we can get. If you think about the 
Vice President, I picked the right man. Dick 
Cheney is doing a great job. I like to tell 
people, Vice President ¢ ‘heney is the greatest 
Vice President the country has ever had. One 
time Mother said, “Wait a minute.” [Laugh- 
ter] 

I married the greatest First Lady the coun 
try has ever had—Mother included. {Laugh- 

Laura sends her love. I'm really proud 
of her. She is steady and strong, decent and 
compassionate. I’m lucky she said, “Yes,” 
when I said, “Will you marry me?” 

I'm proud to be here with Rich Kinder 
and Nancy. I want to thank them for their 
loyal friendship. He said, four years ago he 
introduced me. He’s been introducing me for 
years and years and years, and I'm grateful 
for that. 

I’m proud to be here with the great Gov- 
ernor of the State of Texas, Rick Perry. He’s 
doing a fine job for the people of Texas, all 
the people of Texas 

We're blessed to have a great 
sional delegation in Washington. I take great 
knowing that Kay Bailey 
Hutchison represents the State of Texas 
She’s a leader on the Senate floor. If you 
need to get anything done in the Senate, you 
give Kay Bailey a holler 
proud that John Cornyn is representing our 
State so well in the United States Senate 
We ‘ve 
had a great record of accomplishment work 
ing together. But make no mistake about it 
this guy can deliver the vote in the House 
of Representatives, and the country is better 
off for it 

Joe Barton is with us tonight. I want to 


congres 


comfort — in 


| Laughter I’m also 


Tom DeLay can deliver the vote 


thank Joe for coming. He’s a Congressman 
north—that is 
[Laughter] Kevin Brady is with us. Congress 
man Brady, thank you for coming. Congress- 
man Culberson is here from the 


from up north of Texas 


great city 
of Houston. I'm honored you're here, John 
Congressman Neugebauer from Lubbock is 
with us today too. Randy, thank you for com- 
ing. You're probably wondering why the 
Congressman from Lubbock came all the 
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way over to Houston to hear me speak He 
heard Air Force One is flying back to Wash- 
ington after the speech. |Laughter| 1 think 
you'll like the accommodations. [Laughter] 

I'm proud of my friend Fred Meyer for 
being the State finance chairman for the 
State of Texas. Thank you, Fred, and Jeanne 
Johnson Phillips. My friend Mercer Rey- 
nolds, the national finance chairman—he’s 
from Cincinnati, Ohio. We let him come into 
Texas anyway. [Laughter| And he’s doing a 
great job. I'm proud of Mercer and proud 
of you all, for all of you have worked hard, 
particularly this cast of characters sitting on 
the stage. I want to thank you from the bot- 
tom of my heart for being good friends and 
for helping us prepare for what's going to 
be a good, strong campaign. 

I finally got an opponent. [Laughter] And 
I called him last Tuesday to congratulate him, 
and I told him I’m looking forward to a spir- 
ited campaign. It’s going to be an interesting 
debate on the issues. He spent two decades 
in Washington, and he’s built up quite a 
record. Senator Kerry has been in Wash- 
ington long enough to take both sides on just 
about every issue. |Laughter| Senator Kerry 
voted for the PATRIOT Act, for NAFTA, for 
the No Child Left Behind Act, and for the 
use of force in Iraq. Now he opposes the 
PATRIOT Act, NAFTA, the No Child Left 
Behind Act, and the liberation of Iraq. My 
opponent clearly has strong beliefs. They just 
don’t last very long. |Laughter| 

The voters have a ver) clear choice be- 
tween keeping the tax relief that is moving 
this economy forward or putting the burden 
of higher taxes back on the American people 
They have a clear choice between an America 
that leads the world with strength and con- 
fidence or an America that is uncertain in 
the face of danger. I look forward to putting 
these alternatives squarely before the Amer- 
ican people. I look forward to this campaign. 

We've achieved great things the last 3 
years, and I look forward to telling the Amer- 
ican people that. But most importantly we 
have a positive vision for the years ahead, 
a positive vision for winning the war against 
terror and for extending peace and freedom 
throughout our world, a positive vision for 
creating jobs and promoting opportunity and 
compassion here at home. We'll leave no 
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doubt where we stand, and come November, 
we'll be reelected for 4 more years 

The last 3 years have brought serious chal- 
lenges, and we have given serious answers. 
We came to office with the stock market in 
decline, and our economy was heading into 
But we acted. We delivered his- 
toric tax relief for the American people, and 


recession 


now our economy is the fastest growing of 
any major industrialized nation. 

We had to confront corporate crimes that 
cost people their jobs and their savings, so 
we passed strong corporate reforms and 
made it very clear, we will not tolerate dis- 
honesty in the boardrooms of America. 

We saw war and grief arrive on a quiet 
September morning, sO we pursued the 
enemy across the world. We've captured or 
killed many of the key leaders of the Al Qaida 
network and the rest will learn there is no 
cave O! hole deep enough to hide from Amer- 
ican justice 

We confronted the dangers of state-spon- 
sored terror and the spread of weapons of 
mass destruction, so we ended two of the 


most violent and dangerous regimes on 
Earth. We freed over 50 million people. And 
once again, America is proud to lead the ar- 
mies of liberation 

When Dick Cheney and I came to office, 
we found a military that was underfunded 
and underappreciated We gave our military 
the resources and respect they deserve. And 
today, no one in the world can doubt the 
strength and the skill and the spirit of the 
United States military 

When we came to office peopl had got- 
ten used to gridlock, and old problems were 
used to score points Old problems were po- 
liticized and debated and then just passed 
We came to the Na- 


tions ¢ apital to get some things done for 


on from year to yea 


the people. We passed major reforms to raise 


the standards in public schools. We passed 


reforms in Medicare to give prescription 
drugs and choices to seniors. We chose to 
lead, and we have delivered for the American 
people 

It is the President’s job to confront prob- 
lems, not to pass them on to future Presi- 
dents or future generations. A President 
must stand up, make tough decisions, and 
keep his commitments. And that is how I will 


continue to lead our great Nation. Great 
events will turn on this election. The man 
who sits in the Oval Office will set the course 
of the war on terror and the direction of our 
economy. The security and prosperity of 
America are at stake. 

My opponent hasn't offered much in the 
Way of strategies to win the war or policies 
to expand our economy. So far all we hear 
from the other side is a lot of old bitterness 
and partisan anger. Anger is not an agenda 
for the future of America. I'll take on the 
big issues with optimism and resolve and de- 
Dick Cheney and I will make 
it clear to this country, we are ready to lead 
our Nation for 4 more years 


termination 


A big issue for every family in America is 
the Federal tax burden. With the biggest 
with the relief Ronald 
Reagan was the President, we've left more 
money in the hands that earned it By spend- 
ing and investing and helping create new 


largest tax since 


jobs, the American people have used their 
money far better than the Federal Govern 
ment could have 

Because we acted, the economy is growing 
stronger. The economy grew in the second 
half of 2003 at the fastest rate in ne arly 20 
years. Productivity is high. Business invest- 
ment is rising. Interest rates and inflation are 
low Homeownership is at its highest rate 
We've 


added more than 350,000 new jobs over the 


ever. Manufacturing is increasing 
last 6 months. The tax relief is working 

My opponent has plans for those tax cuts 
|Laughter| He wants to take them away. He 
will use that money to expand the Federal 
Government. I have a better idea: To keep 
this economy growing and to create jobs, the 
tax cuts must be permanent 

We must do more to keep this economy 
growing. We need fiscal discipline in Wash- 
ington, DC. We need to protect small-busi- 
ness owners and employees from frivolous 
lawsuits. We need to control needless regula- 
tion. We need to help control the cost of 
health care by association health care plans, 
by health savings accounts. We need medical 
liability reform at the Federal level. This 
country ought to be opening up markets, new 
markets, for our farmers and ranchers and 
entrepreneurs and manufacturers. We need 
to pass sound energy legislation to modernize 
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our electricity system and make this country 
less dependent on foreign sources of energy 

My opponent talks about job creation, but 
he’s against every one of these job-creating 
measures. Empty talk about jobs and eco- 
nomic hired 
The way to create jobs is our pro-growth 


isolationism won't get anyone 


pro-entrepreneur, small business-owner eco- 
nomic agenda. 

This economy is changing, and people 
need skills. All skills start with education, so 
I worked with Congress to pass the No Child 
Left Behind Act. It’s a good law. We’re chal- 
lenging the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
We've raised the child 
We've demanded accountability in our public 
school system. We expect the schools to 


bar for every single 


teach our children how to read and write and 
add and subtract, so not one 
left behind in this country 

We have a plan to help our high school 
students who fall behind in 
math. We've got an aggressive plan to help 
our community colleges to train the workers 


single child is 


reading and 


for the industries, the new jobs being created 
for the 21st century. Education is the 
way toa cae future, 


gate- 
and this administra- 
tion understands the gate must be open to 
all Americans. 

We're hard to make 
America promotes ownership We promoted 
an ownership society in this administration 


also working sure 


We want more people to own their own 
homes. We want people to own their own 
savings. We want more people owning their 
own small businesses. We want people to 
own and manage their health care plans We 
want younger workers to own and manage 
their retirement Social Security 
system. We understand that when people 
have assets of their own, they gain ind pr nd 


under the 


and security and dignity and 
their believe 
property so much, I want every American to 


ence more con 


trol over future in privat 


have some 


On issue after issue, the American pe ople 


have a clear choice. My opponent is against 
accounts. He's 


Medicar« He S 


He seems to be 


] 
personal retirement against 


putting patients in charge of 
against 


against the tax relief 


every idea that gives Americans more author 
ity and more choices and more control ove! 


our own lives. It’s the same old Washington 


Mar 


§ 363 


mindset: They'll give the orders, and you pay 
the bills. [Laughter] I got news for the Wash- 
ington crowd. America has gone beyond that 
Way of thinking, not going back. 
Our future also depends on America’s 
leadership in the world. The momentum of 
freedom in our time still 
A] Qaida is wounded 


and we're 


is strong, but we 
face serious challenges 
but not broken. Terrorists are testing our will 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Regimes in North 
Korea and Iran are challenging the peace. 
If America shows weakness and uncertainty 
in this decade, the world will drift toward 
tragedy. This will not happen on my watch. 

This Nation is strong and confident in the 
And today, no friend or 
enemy doubts the word of the United States. 
America and our allies gave an ultimatum to 
the terror Afghanistan. The 
defiance; the 


cause of freedom. 


regime in 


Taliban chose Taliban are no 


; 1: 
longer in power. America and our allies gave 
an ultimatum to the terror regime in [raq. 


The dictator chose defiance; the dictator now 
sits in a prison cell 

September the 11th, 2001, taught a lesson 

will never forget. America must confront 
threats before they fully materialize. In Iraq, 
my administration looked at the intelligence 
information, and we saw a threat. Members 
of Congress looked at the intelligence, and 
they saw a threat. The United Nations Secu- 
rity Council looked at the intelligence, and 
it saw a threat. The previous administration 
and Congress looked at the intelligence and 
made regime change in Ix aq the policy of 
our Government, of our 2002. 
the United Nations Council yet 
again demanded a full accounting s of Saddam 
As he had for 
defiance. And so |] 

Either take the word 
action to defend Amer- 
ica. Faced with that choice, I will defend our 


country. In 
Security 
Hussein's weapons programs 
a decade he chose 
to make 


of a madman or take 


over 


hi id a choice 


country every time 

My opponent admits that Saddam Hussein 
was a threat. He just didn’t support my deci- 
| Laughte y 
Maybe he was hoping Saddam would lose 
the next Laughter| We 
watching 


sion to remove him from powel 
Iraqi election 
showed the dictator and world 
that America means what it says. Because our 
Saddam 


closed 


coalition acted, Hussein's torture 


chambers are Because we acted, 
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Iraq's weapons programs are ended forever. 
Because we acted, nations like Libya have 
gotten the message and renounced their own 
weapons programs. Because we acted, an ex- 
ample of democracy is rising at the very heart 
of the Middle East acted, the 
world is more free and America is more se- 


Because we 


cure 

We still face thugs and terrorists in lraq 
who would rather go on killing the innocent 
than accept the advance of liberty. You see, 
they know that a free Iraq would be a major 
That’s what 
they know, and they're right. This collection 
of killers is trying to shake the will of Amer- 


defeat in the cause for terror 


ica. They don't really understand our coun- 
try. America will never be intimidated by 
thugs or assassins 

We are aggressively striking the terrorists 
in Iraq defeating them there so we do not 
have to face them in our own country We're 
calling on other nations to help Lraq to build 
; the whole 
world more secure. We're standing with the 


a free society, which will make 
lraqi people as they assume more of their 
own defense and move towards self-govern- 
not easy tasks, but they are 
essential tasks. We will finish what we have 


ment. These are 
begun, and we will win this essential victory 
in the war on terro1 
On national security, Americans have the 
clearest possible choice. My opponent says 
he approves of bold action in the world but 
only if other countries don’t object. |Laugh- 
ter| I'm for united action, and so are 34 coali- 
tion partners in Iraq right now. America must 
never outsource America’s national security 
decisions to leaders of other countries 
some are skeptical that the war on terror 
is really a war at all. Just the other day, my 
opponent indicated that he’s not comfortable 
using the word “war” to describe the struggle 
we're in. He said 


terminology 


“I don’t want to use that 
He also said the war on terror 
is far less of a military operation and far more 
entforce- 
ment operation. I strongly disagree. Our Na- 
tion followed that approach after the World 
Trade Center was bombed in 1993. The mat- 
ter was handled in the courts and thought 
by some to be settled. But the terrorists were 
still training in Afghanistan plotting in other 
nations, and drawing up more ambitious 


of an_ intelligence-gathering, law 
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plans. After the chaos and carnage of Sep- 
tember the 11th, it is not enough to serve 
our enemies with legal papers. With those 
attacks, the terrorists and their supporters 
declared war on the United States of Amer- 
ica, and war is what they got 

One very important part of this war is in- 
telligence gathering, as Senator Kerry says. 
Yet in 1995, 2 years after the first attack on 
the World Trade Center, my opponent intro- 
duced a bill to cut the overall intelligence 
budget by $1.5 billion. His bill was so deeply 
irresponsible that he didn’t have a single co- 
sponsor in the United States Senate. |Laugh- 
ter| Once again, Senator Kerry is trying to 
have it both ways. He’s for good intelligence, 
yet he was willing to gut the intelligence serv- 
ices. And that is no way to lead our Nation 
in a time of war 

Our intelligence professionals are taking 
great risks, and they're doing great work. And 
so are the men and women of the United 
States military. At bases across our country 
and the world, I have had the privilege 
the high privilege—of meeting with those 
who defend our country and sacrifice for our 
security. I've seen their great decency and 
unselfish courage, and I can assure you, la- 
dies and gentlemen, the cause of freedom 
is in good hands 

This Nation is prosperous and strong, vet 
we need to remember that our greatest 
strength is in the hearts and souls of our citi- 
zens. We're strong because of the values we 
try to live by, courage and compassion, rev- 
erence and integrity. We are strong because 
of the institutions that help give us direction 
and purpose families and schools and reli- 
gious congregations. These values and insti- 
tutions are fundamental to our lives, and they 
deserve the respect of our Government 

We stand for the fair treatment of faith- 
based groups trom all faiths, so they can re- 
ceive Federal support for their works of com- 
passion and healing. We will not stand for 
Government discrimination against people of 
faith 

We stand for welfare reforms that require 
work and strengthen marriage, which have 


helped millions of Americans find independ- 
ence and dignity. We will not stand for any 


attempt to weaken those reforms and to send 
people back into lives of dependence 
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We stand for a culture of life in which each 
person counts and every person matters We 
will not stand for the treatment of any life 
asa commodity to be experimented upon or 
exploited or cloned. 

We stand for the confirmation of judges 
who strictly and faithfully interpret the law 
We will not stand for judges who undermine 
democracy by legislating from the bench and 
try to remake the culture of America by court 
order 

We stand for a culture of responsibility in 
America. We're changing the 
America from one 
do it,” 


fe els 


got a problem, 


that has said, “If 
good, and 


blame 


“If you've 
somebody else,” to a new culture in 
which each of us understands we are respon- 
sible for the decisions we make in life. If you 
are a mom or a dad, you're responsible for 
loving your child with all your heart. If you're 
a om about the quality of the education 


1 the community in which you live, you're 


atl for doing something about it. If 


you're a CEO in corporate America, you are 
telling the truth to 
shareholders and your e mploye es. And in this 
new responsibility culture, each of us is re- 


pee ye for loving our neighbor just like 


re sponsib le for youl 


we'd like to be loved ourselves 

For all Americans, these years in our his 
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of the leaders. Thi¢ isn’t one of 
those times. You and I are living in a period 
where the stakes are high, the challenges are 
difficult, the 


resolve is needed. None of us will ever forget 


choices are clear, a time whe n 


that week when one era ended and another 


began 

On September the 14th 
the ruins of the 7 I'll never for- 
get that day Workers in hardhats were shout 
ing, “Whatever it takes 
pointing at me and 
As we all did 


and women searching 


2001, 


Towers. 


I stood in 
‘win 


remembet a Guy 
‘Don't let me 
that day, these 
through the 
took it person lly. I took it person: ally. I have 


said, 


down men 


are sponsibility that goes on. I will never re- 
lent in bringing justice to our enemies. I will 
defend the sec 
takes 

In these also been a witness 
to the character of this country. Not long ago 


‘urity of America, whatever it 


times, I've 
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had their doubts about the American 
character, our capacity to meet serious chal- 
lenges or our ability to serve a Cause greate! 
than self-interest 


some 


But Americans have given 
their answer. I’ve seen the unselfish courage 
of our troops. I've seen the heroism of Amer- 
icans in the face of danger. I’ve seen the spir- 
it of service and compassion renewed in our 
We've all seen our Nation unite in 
common purpose when it mattered most 
We'll need all these qualitites for the work 
And the world 
is counting on us to lead the cause of free- 
dom and peace 


country. 


ahead. We have a war to win. 


We have a duty to spread 
opportunity to every pz art of this country. This 
is the work that history has set be fore us. 
We welcome it, know that for our 
country, the best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you all. Thank you all. 


and we 


NotI 5:55 p.m. at the 
Hilton » referred to 
Rich and Nancy Kinder, fundraisers, Jeanne John- 
son Phillips Texas State 
and Mercer Reynolds 
Bush-Cheney ‘04, Inc 
Fred Meyer Republican 
Committee Presidential Victory Team 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 


The President spoke at 
Americas In his remarks, he 
finance vice chairman, 
national finance chairman 
Rick Perry of Texas 


National 


and former 


Gov 


chairman 


Statement on the Completion of the 
Transitional Administrative Law in 
Iraq 
March 8 


2004 


I congratulate the Iraqi Governing Council 
and the Iraqi pe ople on completing the Tran- 
sitional This 


document is an important step toward the 


Administrative Law for [Iraq 
establishment of a sovereign government on 
June 30. It lays the foundation for democratic 
( which 
will be written by an elected lraqi assembly 
and ; approve -d by the Iraqi pe ople. 


elections and for a new constitution, 


This law provide s a framework for contin- 
ued c ooperation among Iraq, me »mbers of the 
international Coalition, and the United Na- 
tions as the Iraqi people make progress to- 
wards democracy. And it provides the essen- 
tial freedoms and rights to all Iraqis regard- 
religion, or ethnic 


less of gender origin- 
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including freedom of religion, freedom of 


speech and assembly, the right to a fair trial, 
and the right to choose their own representa- 
tives 

The adoption of this law marks a historic 
milestone in the Iraqi pe ople’s long journey 
from tyranny and violence to liberty and 
While difficult work remains to estab- 
lish democracy in Iraq, today’s signing is a 
critical step in that direction 


peace 


Statement on International Women’s 
Day 
March 8, 2004 


International 
Women’s Day, the United States reaffirms 


Today, in observance of 


the principle that freedom is the right of 


every woman and man and the future of 
every nation. The United States continues to 
work to advance and support the dignity ol 
all people, regardless of gender, race, reli- 
gion, or ethnic origin 

The best guarantor of the rights of women 
is freedom and democracy Free societies 
free markets, free 
press and free labor unions. They guarantee 


allow for free elections 
religious liberty, protect property rights, and 
educate their people. They protect their free 
doms with the consistent and impartial rule 
of law 

Over the past 2 vears, the advent of de- 
mocracy in lraq and Afghanistan has freed 
millions of people from brutal tyranny. We 
celebrate that 


they are now assuming the 


basic human rights too long denied them 
Much remains to be done to consolidate and 
but the United 


States and our international partners are de- 


protec t these new rights 


termined to continue this progress 


i 
On this day, women like Aung San Suu 


Kyi, who remains under house arrest for her 
and 
Shirin Ebadi, who has spent i lifetime cham 


efforts to bring democracy to Burma 


ploning human rights recelve 
‘he United States pl de s to 


mocracy and human rights around the globe 


recognition 


promote dé 


and to help those who struggle to see the 

Same light of liberty now dawning on the 
} 

people of Irag and Afghanistan 

NoTI The statement referred t Aung San Suu 

Kvi, leader of the National League for Democracy 
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in Burma; and 2003 Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Shirin Ebadi 


Notice—Notice of Intention To 
Enter Into a Free Trade Agreement 
With Morocco 

March 8, 2004 


Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 
the Trade Act of 2002, I have notified the 
Congress of my intention to enter into a free 
trade agreement with the Kingdom of Mo- 
rocco 

Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 
that Act, this notice shall be published in the 
Federal Re gister 

George W. Bush 
The White House, 
March 8, 2004 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 
8:45 a.m., March 9, 2004 


Notre: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on March 10 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Notice of Intention 
To Enter Into a Free Trade 
Agreement With Morocco 

March 8, 2004 


To the Congress of the United States 
Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A) of 
the Trade Act of 2002 (Public 107-210 
the “Trade Act I am pl ased to notify the 
Congress of my intent to enter into a free 


FTA) with the Kingdom of 


Law 


trade agreement 


Morocco 


This agreement will create new opportuni- 


America’s workers, farmers, busi- 


nesses ind 


tes tor 
consumers by eliminating bai 
riers in trade with Morocco. Morocco is one 
of the United States stro mgest friends in the 
Middle East. Increased trade will benefit 
Americans and help strengthen a tolerant 


ope 1 ind more prosperous Mc rocco Enter 
ing into an FTA with Morocco will not only 
strengthe n our bilateral ties with this impor 
tant ally 
Middle E 


a decade 


1 
my goal of a 


MEFTA) within 


it will also advance 


ist free trade area 
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Consistent with the Trade Act, I am send 
ing this notification at least 90 days in ad- 
vance of signing the United States-Morocco 
FTA. My Administration looks forward to 
working with the Congress in developing ap- 
propriate legislation to approve and imple- 
ment this free trade agreement. 

George W. Bush 


The White House. 
March 8, 2004 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on 
Implementation of the Debt 
Reduction Authority 

March 8, 2004 


To the Congress of the United States 

Consistent with section 1321 of the For- 
eign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 
2003 (Public Law 107-228), I transmit here- 
with a report prepared by my Administration 
on implementation of the debt reduction au- 
thority conferred by title XIII, subtitle B of 
Public Law 107-228 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
March 8, 2004 


Remarks at the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo in Houston 
March 8, 2004 


It’s really good to be here. I thought 
there’s a lot of bull in Washington, D¢ 
[Laughter| But I'm really glad to be here at 
the livestock show. It's—somebody said 
“What’s it like when you come here?” It’s 
like being in a place with people who are 
willing to stand up to values that are impor- 
tant in this country 

So it’s great to be here. I want to congratu 
late the congratulate the 
gratulate the young who are here who are 


winners, con- 


working outdoors with the animals and prac 
ticing important—important values that will 
take them through the rest of their life 


worked the 
I can’t tell you how 
many people said, “Mr. President, we're 


[ worked the  ropeline, 
fenceline coming out 
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praying for you in [raq.” On behalf of a grate- 
ful world, I want to thank you for that very 
much. And I want to thank you for your hos- 
pitality. May God bless you all, and may God 
continue to bless America 


Norte: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. at Reliant 
Arena. The Office of the Press Secretary released 
the trans« ript of these remarks on March 9. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks 


Remarks at the Presentation of the 
Malcolm Baldrige National Quality 
Awards in Arlington, Virginia 
March 9, 2004 


Congratulations. Good job. Thank you all 
Go ahead and be seated. Thank you all very 
much. Welcome. I’m really glad to be invited 
back to this annual event to recognize excel- 
lence and to bestow an honor named for a 
great American 

This year, the Malcolm Baldrige National 
Quality Award goes to seven outstanding re- 
cipients. Each set ambitious goals. Each or- 
worked them. 
You're setting such a good example as a bea- 


ganization hard to achieve 


con of excellence. You represent the great 
strength and the entrepreneurial spirit of the 
American economy 
a job well done ; 


I congratulate you for 


And I appreciate Secretaries Evans and 
Paige for joining me here. I thank them for 
their service to our country. I thank Dr. John 
White, the University of Arkansas chancellor 
I appreciate the fact that he didn’t bring up 
the Arkansas-Texas football score. [Laughter] 
[I thank Letitia Baldrige for being here, Mac’s 
favorite sister—only sister? Yes. [Laughter] 
I want to thank those of you involved with 
the Baldrige Awards. I want to thank you for 
keeping the spirit alive. I want to thank you 
for focusing on quality; thank the judges and 
the foundation members 

I appreciate the Members of Congress 
who are here today. I'm glad you all have 
taken time to come to honor the recipients 
[ want to thank the U.S. Army Band for pro- 
viding quality music. 

Malcolm Baldrige served as the Com- 
merce Secretary in the eighties, at a time 
when many questioned whether America 
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could remain the world’s strongest economy. 
He was an optimistic guy. He dedicated him- 
self to proving the skeptics wrong. That kind 
of confidence in economic 
strength was justified in his day, and it is jus- 
tified in our day 


America's 


Think about what this economy has been 
through the In 2000, the 
stock market began a steady decline. By early 
2001, the Nation was in a recession. Then 
we got attacked on September the 11th. We 
had to face the consequences of that attack. 


last several years. 


We saw scandals in corporate boardrooms in 
which the trust of workers and investors was 
violated. We all these 


economy is 


took action to face 


challenges. Today, our strong, 


and it is getting stronger 


Think about the economic environment of 


2003. Inflation is low. Interest rates are low. 
Manutacturing is up. Homeownership is at 
an alltime high. Stock prices are up. The 
stock market wealth has risen by more than 
$3 trillion since the beginning of 2003. The 
unemployment rate today is lower than the 
in the 1970s, in the 1980s, and 
the 1990s. Thanks to our pre ductive workers 
and the entrepreneurial spirit of this country, 
the fastest industrialized 
economy in the United States 
of America 


average rate 


growing major 


world is the 


As our economy moves forward and new 


jobs are added some ; 


ire questioning wheth- 

r American companies and American work- 
ers are up to the challenge of foreign com- 
petition. There are economic isolationists in 
our country who believe we should separate 
ourselves from the rest of the world by rais- 


ing up barriers and closing off markets 


They re wrong. If we are to continue growing 
this economy and creating new jobs, America 
must remain confident and strong about our 
ability to trade in the Given a level 
playing field, America will outperform the 
competition, and America will continue to be 
a world le ader 

We've got great advantages here in this 
country. We've got the world’s hardest work- 
Ing people 


world 


We've got the most productive 


workforce in the world. We have an attractive 


climate for our businesses to expand. We 
have innovative 


dynamic companies which 
are producing world-class products and serv- 
ices. America’s best companies are empha- 


job He re’s 


sizing quality and service and developing 
world-class methods for production. By sell- 
ing good ideas and good products in markets 
not only here but across the world, we’re cre- 
ating jobs, good, high-paying jobs for the 
American citizens. 

Each recipient of today’s award earned it. 
When I Say we 
our future, I'm 


confident about 
just 
They got 
their best ideas from all kinds of places 
whether it be from their workers or their cus- 
They listened. 

In the y, we have two 
winners: Baptist Hospitals in Pensacola, Flor- 
ida—I was wondering whether if we called 
it Pentecostal Hospitals, we'd be—{laugh- 
ter|\—Saint Luke’s Hospital Kansas City, 
Missouri. These hospitals have focused on 
serving patients and their families better. 
That’s what they focused on. They got their 
employees fully involved in measuring per- 
formance both 
of these saving lives. It must 
make you feel good to work in an industry 
in which you save somebody’s life 


need to be 
confident because I 


heard the stories of great success 


tomers 


health care category 


Because of their excellence, 
winners are 


In manufacturing, we have Medrad Incor- 
porated, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. A 
maker of medical imaging devices, Medrad’s 
commitment to excellence runs from the top, 
from the CEO, John Friel, who, by the way, 
said we—I put my knee mp one of his 
[Laughter] I said, ‘ I appreciate the 
diagnosis. You just hadn’t figured out the 
cure for old age.” |Laughter| 

I'll tell you what I like about John’ s style. 
He spe nds a day each month on a frontline 
1 fellow who is the CEO who 
mops the a who's taken phone calls, 
who's heard customer complaints, who works 
on the He’s built a culture 
where everyone at the company has a voice 
in the way 


devices 


assembly line 


things are done 

Caterpillar Financial Services of Nashville, 
Tennessee, as well as Boeing Aerospace Sup- 
port of St. Louis, provides maintenance and 
other services. These are good companies 
Both companies have set up teams of em- 
And as a result, 
both have a lot more happy customers. 

In the case of Boeing Aerospace Support, 
one of their happy customers happens to be 


ployees to focus on quality 
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the Nation’s Armed Forces. And if the Na- 
tion’s Armed Forces are happy, I'm happy 
| Laughter| 

I love the fact that we’re honoring the 
smallest business ever to win the Baldrige 
Award, Stoner, Incorporated. Today is vaca- 
tion day. [Laughter] The whole company is 
here. [Laughter] This company, which is in 
Quarryville, Pennsylvania, makes specialized 
cleaners, lubricants, and coatings. They have 
an interesting goal, an easy goal to under- 
stand—I like clear speakers—{laughter| 
And that focus has 
translated to company-wide quality 


never lose a customer. 


And then we've got educational excellence 
It’s an amazing story you just heard. The 
Community Consolidated School District 15, 
Palatine, Illinois, faces challenges common to 
many of the school districts across America, 
but it achieves uncommon These 
people don’t make excuses for failure, see? 
They do what I call “challenging the soft big- 
otry of low expectations.” They expect the 
best. They believe every child can learn 

It’s easy to say, “We can’t achieve excel- 


results 


lence because one-third of our students 
come from low-income homes.” It’s easy to 
say, “We can’t achieve excellence because 


English is not the primary language in the 


Yet, 
because of rigorous testing and evaluation 
and a commitment to high standards, the be- 
lief that every child can learn, 84 percent of 
the second graders read at or above grade 


homes of another third of our students 


level. It’s a fantastic accomplishment. The 
teachers are great in that school. I’m told that 
from the classroom to the cafeteria, every 
employee is committed to a single goal: No 
child should be left behind 

I appreciate the example this school dis- 
trict has set. | appreciate the example all the 
companies here have set as well. You're now 
what we call quality experts, which means 
you're going to get calls from other compa- 
nies or organizations to find out how you 
won, what you did to achieve such good suc- 
cess, and I hope you share your knowledge 
The country is better off when you're willing 
to share how you achieved excellence with 
those who will want to accomplish the same 
goals. 

Anyone 


looking for an easy answer, 


though, is going to be disappointed. It may 
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sound easy in the speeches. It’s hard to win 
this award. {Laughter| This isn’t one of these 
deals where everybody gets a blue ribbon 
|Laughter| You have to work hard. You have 
to be totally focused and committed to excel- 
lence. It has to be a part of your culture, 
your very being. 

A good product, of course, is essential. It’s 
hard to be successful if you don’t make some- 
thing somebody doesn’t want to buy. You've 
got to have a good business plan. But the 
most important ingredient is a great work- 
force, people who live and work by the prin- 
ciples of excellence and fairness and team 
work and personal responsibility. 

That’s really what we’re honoring today 
isn’t it—great workforces, people who are 
willing to strive for something greater than 
themselves. The Baldrige Award winners are 
showing one of the greatest strengths of this 
Nation and our economy. Whether the chal- 
lenge comes from a competitor across town 
or from a competitor across the ocean, Amer- 
ican workers are up to the job. Just listening 
to these speeches here contirms what I know: 
This country can meet any challenge. 

I want to congratulate the award winners, 
congratulate the companies. May God bless 
you and your families. May God continue to 
bless this great Nation. Thank you for com- 


ing 
ing 


Note: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the Crys- 
tal Gateway Marriott Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to former Secretary of Commerce Mal- 
colm Baldrige’s sister, Letitia Baldrige 


Remarks to the Women’s 
Entrepreneurship in the 21st 
Century Forum in Cleveland, Ohio 
March 10, 2004 


Thanks for the warm welcome. I appre- 
ciate so very much the invitation to come 
today. I'm really glad to be back in the great 
city of Cleveland, Ohio. It’s good to be in 
a room full of accomplished women. As the 
husband of Laura—|laughter|—and the son 
of Barbara, I feel right at home. 

I enjoy being in the company of entre- 
preneurs, risktakers, dreamers, and doers 
You all share a lot of common experiences. 
You've met challenges of starting a business, 
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and that’s hard. It required more time than 
you had na day, more money than you kept 
in your bank, and more energy than you 
thought you had. But you chose an inter- 
esting life. You chose to lead. You chose to 
follow your dreams. And | appreciate your 
You're making the country a better 


place by working as hard as you do 


spirit 


half of all 


small businesses are owned by women. That’s 


} 
As the Governor said, nearly 


powerful. That's a beautiful statement. Firms 
owned by women are being started at more 
than twice the national rate. The entrepre- 
neurial spirit is alive and well 

This is a land of great wealth, and it’s a 
land of great opportunity, and you're seizing 
the opportunity Through the hard work of 
our pe op the innovation of our businesses 
and the good policies now in place, we have 
put a recession behind us. Thanks in large 
part to vour hard work, our economy is ex- 
panding. Productivity is strong. Unemploy- 
ment has been falling. Incomes are rising 
and we're going to stay on this path of growth 
and prosperity in this country 

This 
know 


has challenges, and 
We'll continue 


making the finest products and selling those 


economy we 


how to meet them 
products, not only here at home but across 
the world. We'll make sure that American 
workers have the education and the skills to 


And we'll 


remain the leading economy in the world 


succeed in the jobs of the future 


because America will remain the best place 
to do business in the world 

[ want to thank Jennette Bradley, the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, for her hospitality And | 
want to thank the 
State of Ohio who are with us 


other officials from the 


I appreciate Elaine Chao, a member of my 
Cabinet, for joining us today. Elaine is doing 
a great job for the United States. Es un placer 
to be here with Hector Barreto, the head 
of the SBA 

I traveled today with Steve LaTourette 
im 
He's a progrowth guy 
He knows the role of Govern- 
ment is not to try to create wealth but to 
create an environment in which the entre- 
preneurial spirit can flourish. I appreciate 
you being here 


the ( ongressman from this area. Steve 
honored you re here 
| Laughte r 


: He’s a great Congressman 
from this part of the world 
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I appreciate the sponsors Thanks for put- 
ting up with me and the entourage. |[Laugh- 
ter| Most of all, thank you for being here 

Today when I landed at the airport, I met 
Judi Firestone. Some of you may know Judi 
She’s owned her own ‘computer business 
since 1986. She’s an entrepreneur She’s a 
She works hard. As well she is the 
northeast Ohio chairman for the Race For 
The Cure, Komen Foundation Race For The 
Cure. She is a breast cancer survivor 


visionary 


The reason I bring her up is, the true 
strength of America is the hearts and souls 
of our citizens. The true strength of this 
country is the fact there are people like Judi 
Firestone who are willing to volunteer their 
time to make the community in which she 
lives a better place. It’s really the strength, 
isn’t it? I mean, the truth of the matter is 
we can change this country one heart and 
one soul at a time when citizens like Judi 
take time out of her life life, to 
help somebody who hurts 


he r busy 


And so the reason I herald Judi Firestone 
is to really talk about the strength of the 
country. I know many of you here heard the 
call to love a neighbor like you'd like to be 
loved yourself. I want to thank you for what 


you do to make your community a loving 


place. I want to thank you for what you do 


to heal the souls that hurt. I want to thank 
you for what you do to be a part ol the in- 
credibly important fabric of America, that it 
saves lives not because of government but 
because people are volunteering their time 
And if you're not volunteering, please do so 
The country needs you. But Judi, thanks for 
coming 

This economy of ours has faced challenges 
over the last 3 years. Think back about what 
we have been through. Not long before | 
took office in January of 2001, I invited busi- 
ness from around our country to 
Austin. They told me 
and workers were seeing the 


leaders 
come to that factories 
first signs of 
recession. That's what they said. They said 
that the economy was troubled, that things 
weren't feeling too good, and they were right 
In fact, the manufacturing sector had started 
losing jobs in August of 2000. By January of 
2001, orders for equipment and software 
were falling, the stock market had been de- 


clining for several months 
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And as we started to come out of the reces 
sion, and the economy, because of the entre 
preneurial spirit and the fact that we got 
great workers, started to recover, the enemy 
hit us on September the llth, 2001. It was 
a day of terrible loss, deep mourning. It was 
also a serious blow to our economy. The at- 
tacks closed the New York Stock Exchange 
for nearly a week. Remember back to what 
it was like after September the llth. U.S 
airspace was entirely closed for the first time 
In the 3 months after September the 11th 
the economy lost nearly one million jobs 

The enemy hurt us. But we're plenty tough 
and determined as a nation. And as a result 
of the American people S resolution and de 
And then 
we learned about fraud and wrongdoing in 
And that hurt our econ 
There were 


termination, we began to recover 


corporate America 
omy as well scandals that were 
in the —years In making, shook the energy 
industry. It affected the telecommunications 
industry. It hurt the accounting profession 
A lot 


of innocent workers and investors lost thei: 


and other key sectors of our economy 


jobs and their savings 

But we acted, and we 
passed the strongest corporate reforms since 
Franklin Roosevelt held the office that I’m 


honored to hold. Federal prosecutors are 


Those scandals hurt 


holding corporate executives to account. We 
have made it clear, we will not tolerate dis 
honesty in the boardrooms of America 

This economy of ours had been through 
recession, had been through emergency had 
been through corporate scandals, and then 
I made the necessary decision to deal with 
Saddam Hussein September the 11th taught 
a lesson I will never forget and our country 
contront 
That’s 


America must 


threats before they fully materialize 


must never torget 


the lesson of that fateful day 

In Iraq, this administration looked at the 
intelligence a threat to the 
American people The Congress looked at 


and we saw 
the same intelligence, and they saw a threat 
The United Nations Security Council looked 
at the intelligence, and it saw a threat. And 
then the United Nations Security ( ouncil 
in 2002, gave Saddam Hussein a final chance 
to comply with U.N. resolutions and disarm 
We all saw a threat, and we put out, through 
resolutions, the demand that he disclose and 
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disarm. And once again, he chose defiance 
He made the choice. I had a choice as well: 
Either to trust the word of a madman or to 
defend the American people. Faced with that 
choice, I will defend America every time 

And therefore, in 2002 and early 2003, the 
television screens across America had ban- 
ners saving, “March to War,” and as business 
leaders, you understand that’s not very con- 
ducive to investing capital. Marching to war 
is not a positive thought, but we overcame 
that challenge. Thanks to hard-working peo- 
ple and leaders, entrepreneurs, we overcame 
that challenge, and now we're marching to 
peace 

This week, the Iraqi Governing Council 
approved the new fundamental law, which 
will be the basis for a free constitutional de- 
mocracy in the heart of the Middle East. Be- 
cause we acted, because we did the right 
thing, the world is becoming more peaceful, 
and America is more secure 

My point is this: We faced challenge after 
challenge during the past 3 years, and we're 
overcoming them all. Inflation is low. Inter- 
est rates are low. Manufacturing activity is 
up Homeownership is at an alltime high 
The unemployment rate today is lower than 
the average rate in the 1970s, 1980s, and 
1990s. Thanks to our productive workers, 
thanks to business leaders such as yourself. 
the United States of America is the fastest 
growing major industrialized economy in the 
world 

One of the main reasons the recession was 
one of the shortest in modern history is be- 
cause we acted. The tax relief | signed left 
money in the pockets of families and job cre- 
ators at just the right time. We cut the taxes 
on our families. We lowered tax rates on ev- 
erybody who paid taxes. We didn’t play the 
old political game of winners and losers in 
the Tax Code. We increased the child credit, 
and we reduced the marriage penalty. This 
helped to lift after-tax incomes in America 
by 8.4 percent since 2001, and the spending 
and investing of Americans is driving this 
economy forward. That's what’s happening 

Most of the new jobs in America are cre- 
ated by small businesses. I understand that. 
And so that is why we focused a lot of our 


tax relief on small businesses. The majority 
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of small businesses are either sole proprietor- 
ships or Subchapter S corporations, which 
means many of you pay business taxes at the 
individual rates. 


And so, therefore, when you 


lower rates on individuals, you lower rates 
on small businesses. You allow small-business 
owners to keep more of their own money 
therefore, 


to invest and, create more jobs. 


As well to encourage investment, we in- 
creased the annual deduction for equipment 
purchases by small businesses from $25,000 
to $100,000. You see 


have 


» I understand you can’t 
1 healthy economy without a healthy 
and the tax relief we 
passed is reinvigorating small businesses all 


small-business sector, 


across this country. 

We did something else that will help - 
entrepreneurial spirit in this country. W 
phasing out the death tax. Small- aeons SS 
owners and ranchers and farmers shouldn't 
have The death tax 
is unfair. You ought to be able to pass your 
assets on to whoever you want . 


their assets taxed twice 


Progrowth policies are working. They're 
the economic recov- 
ery to turn into lasting prosperity. That’s 
what I want, and that’s what’s happening. 
Yet, the jobs report last week shows that, 
while the economy is dynamic and growing, 


helping this economy 


it's experiencing some fundamental change 
last 
than 50 
years, in part because technology is changing 
the You know what I’m 


talking about. You're more productive in your 


Productivity has grown faster over the 


2 years than at any time in more 


way we do things 
companies 

In some fields, one person can do the work 
that used to be That’s what 
being more productive means. At one semi- 
conductor plant in New Mexico, new tech- 
nology is allowing the 


done by many 


same number of work- 
ers to produce 20 times as many computer 
chips as they used to 

Higher productivity is a good thing. It’s 
good for our workers. It is good for our econ- 


omy. If you’re more productive you're better 


able to compete and survive and expand and 


grow. People think—when they think about 
productivity, you think of it this w ay thy sor 
ating heavy equipment every day is hard 
work, but operating a shovel every wn is 
harder work. I don’t think many pe ople here 
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want to trade in your laptop for one of those 
old hunt-and-pe ck typewriters. | Laughter] 

Advances in productivity lead to higher 
wages. That is a fact. The more productive 
a worker becomes, the better w ages that per- 
son will receive. A more productive society 
means lower prices for consumers. A more 
productive society is that generates 
greater national wealth. And small businesses 
are leading the way in this productivity revo- 
lution, and for that, I’m grateful 

Higher productivity also presents us a 
challenge, and here’s the challenge: Many 
companies fill new orders and expand oper- 
ations without needing to hire new workers. 
Because we're a productive workforce, the 
economy Can expand, and in some Cases, they 
don’t need to add additional workers to meet 
that expansion, to meet the additional de- 
mand. Manufacturing output, for instance, 
increased sixfold between 1950 and 2000— 
a sixfold increase. Yet because of high pro- 
ductivity, 


one 


all this manufacturing is done by 
And be- 
cause of the new technologies throughout the 
another challenge is the fact that 
we've got to make sure people have got the 


about the same number of workers. 
economy 


skills necessary to become productive work- 
ers. 

In Ohio, you know firsthand the 
of economic 


effects 
Manutacturers are 
so they aren't creating as 


change. 
more productive, 
many jobs as they used to. Ohio’s une mploy- 
ment rate is higher than the national average. 
Manufacturing like Youngs- 
town and Cleveland have been hit especially 
hard. I understand that. I know there 
workers concerned about their jobs 


I know 


communities 


are 
here 

going overseas. I share that concern 
they're they ll ever be 
able to find new skills necessary to fill the 
new jobs of the I understand 
that. There are those with good jobs who 
worry about their health care and their retire- 
ment benefits 


wondering whether 


21st century 


There are a lot of moms and 
dads who wonder whether or not their child 
will be able 


to find a job in the community 
in which 


they were There legiti- 
mate concerns amongst people here in Ohio 
and elsewhere around the country 


raised are 


And one reason why there’s concern is be- 
This is a time 


And if 


cause, as the economists say, “” 


of transition. It’s a time of change.” 
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you're one going through transition, it’s not 
an easy experience. But then we have a re- 
sponsibility to help. We have a responsibility 
to help with more than just unemployment 
insurance. We have a responsibility in Gov- 
ernment to create 


an environment that in- 
creases more jobs and helps people find the 
skills to fill those jobs. That's a responsibility 


that we must do in Government 

Some politicians in Washington see this 
new challenge, and yet they want to respond 
in old ways. Their agenda is to increase Fed- 
eral taxes, to build a wall around this country, 
and to isolate America from the 
world. They never get around to explaining 
how higher taxes would help create a single 
job in America, except maybe at the IRS. 
They don’t explain how closing off markets 
abroad would help the millions of Americans 
who produce goods for export or work for 
foreign companies right here in the United 
States 

That old policy of tax and spend is the 
enemy of job creation. The old policy of eco- 


rest of the 


nomic isolationism is a recipe for economic 
America has 
tired, defeatist mindset, 
back. There’s a better way, 
I want to talk about today To expand the 
creation of new jobs and to see our workers 
through our 


disaster. moved beyond that 
and we're not going 


and that’s what 


transition, Government 
meet basic responsibilities 

First, instead of building barriers to trade 
we must break down those 


must 


barriers so that 
good products, American products, are wel- 
comed and sold on every continent. 
it this Way: 


Look at 
America has got 5 percent ol the 
world’s population. That means 95 percent 
of potential customers are in other countries 
We cannot expect to sell our goods and serv- 
ices and create jobs if America and our part- 
ners, trading partners, start raising barriers 
and closing off markets 

Millions of American jobs are supported 
by exports. That’s a fact. One in five factory 
jobs in this country directly depends on 
trade. The surest way to threaten those jobs 
is a policy of economic isolation. The surest 
way to add more jobs is a confident policy, 
a confident economic policy that trades with 
the world. 

The economic 
mistic outlook 


isolationists have a pessi- 
They don’t show much faith 


Mar 


10 


American worker or the American en- 
They don’t think we can com- 
pete. But here in Ohio, you’re proving them 
wrong. People all over the world are buying 
products from Ohio, cars and tires and bat- 
teries and jet engines and ball bearings and 
electronics and crops from your farms. Since 
1996, under NAFTA, Ohio’s e xports to Mex- 
ico have ~ aaag and last year came to more 
than $2 billion. Two billion dollars of e xports 
means it’s more likely somebody will have 
a job in the State of Ohio. Since the end 
of 2000, Ohio’s exports have increased more 
than any State in the country. And why is 
that? Because this State has got great entre- 
preneurs who are making high-quality prod- 
ucts that the world wants to buy 


in the 
trepreneur 


And another 
reason why is because you've got great work- 
ers, who, if given a level playing field, can 
out-produce any worker, anywhere on the 
Earth. 
Foreign comps anies recognize the qué ality 
of American workers, and that is one of the 
reasons why so many have chosen to locate 
plants in our country. More than 900 foreign 
facilities employ people here in the State of 
Ohio, including major companies like Honda. 
Ten percent of Honda’s international work- 
force lives in this State. About 16,000 Ohio- 
ans work for Honda, with good, high-paying 
jobs. That’s a lot of your fellow citizens em- 
ployed by a company that has chosen to do 
business in America. And that’s not counting 
the people who work at 165 different Ohio 
companies that supply Honda with parts and 
material. 

When politicians in Washington attack 
trade for political reasons, they don’t mention 
these workers or the 6.4 million other Ameri- 
cans who draw their paychecks from foreign 
companies would 
lead to retaliation from abroad and put many 
of those jobs at risk. Those who play on fear 
and criticize trade are not serving the inter- 
ests of our workers. 
Marysville, Ohio, to 
better off- 
this country is an optimistic, successful trad- 
ing nation. 


Economic isolationism 


Across America, from 
Seattle, Washington, 


workers are -better off—because 


My administration is committed to cre- 
ating the jobs that trade brings. It’s a commit- 
ment of my administration. Remember this: 
Presidents of both parties since World War 
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Il have made the decision to open up our 
markets for the 


and for the good of American consumers. If 


good of American workers 
we're opening up our markets, it makes sense 
to get others to open up theirs, and so we're 
dedicated to making sure that other nations 
treat us fairly. That’s why I pressed for free 
trade agreements with Singapore and Chile 
We want them to open up their markets to 
America’s goods and services. We've recently 
completed negotiations with Morocco and 
Central America 

I just completed a negotiation with Aus- 
tralia. I want you to understand this impor- 
f the 
all manufacturing exports to that country will 
be duty-free That means this 
could help America’s manufacturers sell an- 


tant aspect o trade agreement. Almost 


immediately 


other $2 billion worth of goods to Australia 
every year. If we're going to let people sell 
ought to be 
open up their markets as well 


here we 
let 
good for jobs, and it’s good for America 
I want the Buy 
best products are those 


encouraging them to 
That's 


The 


best 


America 
the 
product on any shelf anywhere in the world 
Made in the USA.” 


To create 


world to 
listen, 


Says 


more jobs, Government must 
meet a second basic responsibility If we want 
to continue to outpertorm the world, if we 
want to be able to compete, America must 
remain the best place in the world to do busi- 
ness. If we want to be competitive with other 
places, we've got to be a good place for peo- 
ple to invest capital We've got to make sure 
that people who invest capital are not penal- 
ized by lousy Government policy Tax cuts 
vital to ere ating the 


growth 


were environment tor 


and innovation, and there are more 
steps that need to be done 


There 


businessowners in America 


‘culations on 
1} 
I bet 


a lot of time filling out paperwork 


needs to be fewer r 
you spend 
Laughter| 
I bet not much of your paperwork is ever 
|Laughter| The ¢ 


read Government needs to 


let vou focus on your business, on deve loping 


goods and services. It needs to let you focus 
on hiring people, rather than spending hours 
filling out paperwork. In order for us to keep 
jobs here at home and expand the job base, 

we need better regulatory policy at the Fed- 


eral, State, and local leve ] 
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In order to make that we're able to 
create jobs here at home and to prevent jobs 


sure 


from going overseas, this country must have 
tort reform. Frivolous lawsuits or the threat 
of a frivolous lawsuit create an environment 
that is not conducive to job creation and job 
expansion. There’s a role at the Federal level 
for tort reform. The trial lawyers are tough 
up there, though. [Laughter] Members of the 
Senate The 
has passed good tort legislation, but the Sen- 
ate Tort 
keep jobs here 


need to hear from you. House 


has got to hear from you reform 
will help make it easier to 
at home 

We about the high 
cost of health care as well. I'm a strong pro- 


need to do something 


ponent of association health plans to allow 
small businesses to pool risk so you can better 
afford health care plans for your employees 
We've introduced a called 
health which will make a 
big difference for small-business owners and 
e mploye es as well. And the market has taken 
hold. We ought to 


are running up the cost of 


new conce pt 


savings accounts, 


-listen, frivolous lawsuits 
‘health care in 
America. Frivolous lawsuits against docs and 
hospitals are making it harder for you to be 
able to afford health care. We need medical 
liability reform at the Federal level now 

We'r 
don’t go overseas and that there’s jobs avail- 
able v. We 
need affordable and reliable supplies ot en- 
Here in Ohio, you know what I’m talk- 
|Laughter| You've experienced the 
disruption and high cost when factories and 
It’s time Nation 
electricity We 
clean coal technology SO 


e interested in making sure our jobs 


for citizens all across our country 
ergy 
ing about 
cities lose power for 


the 


to promote 


our 
to modernize systems 
need t 
we've got abundant supplies of energy. We 
need t to explore for more natural gas. We 
need to promote conservation There’s a lot 
One 


certain: In order to expand our job base, we 


of things we need to do thing is for 
need to become less dependent on foreign 
sources of energy 

Finally, to make sure this economy grows 
to make sure the entrepreneurial spirit 1s 
strong, we must have certainty in the Tax 
Code. It’s important for elected officials to 
understand that if you're 
if you're the CEO of and 


you're uncertain about your taxes from year 


a business leader, 
corpe yration, 
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to year, because of—because the tax policy 
is haphaz: ird, it’s hard for you to plan. It’s 
hard for you to think ahead. It’s hard for you 
to be confident in your investment strategy 

Part of the face here in the fu- 
ture fact that the tax 
relief we passed is going to expire The 


issues we 
of this country is the 
mar’r- 
riage penalty will go back up. By the way, 
it doesn’t make any sense to have 
pe nalty in the 
to encourage 


a marri ige 
Tax Code when you're trying 
in the country The 
child credit will go back down if Congress 
doesn’t act. The death tax will eventually 
back to life. Imagine what it’s going 
to be like in 2011, when it’s supposed 

back to life a lot 
of people maybe trying to die a little earlier 
to avoid the—{laughter] 
when you think about it. Think about public 
policy that Says: Your taxes are going to be 
down this year but not. We 


marriage 


come 


come There’s going to be 


~it’s unbelievable, 


may have in- 
creased expensing allowances or not. Uncer- 
tainty in the Tax Code makes it hard for the 
job base to continue to expand. For the sake 
ol job creation, Congress needs to make the 
tax cuts permanent. 

The third basic responsibility is to mak 
sure American workers are prepared for suc- 
Some 
sectors are pre ducing fewer jobs, but in other 


cessful careers in the new economy 
areas, jobs are growing. They're multiplying 
There's a 
economy 


lot of opportunity in a changing 
Here in Ohio 
of nurses and pharmacists and other skilled 


there’s a shortage 
And so any viable 
strategy progrowth strat 
find new skills, to gain new skills, to 
be able to fill the new jobs of the 21st cen 
ti ury If you re In a pe riod of transition, you 


professionals economic 
za must be to he Ip 


pe Op le 


must heip people make that transition 

All skills start with education. I'm 
proponent of the legislation we passed in 
Washington called the No Child Left Behind 
Act. This is a good piece of legislation which 


a strong 


is challenging the soft bigotry of low expecta- 
tions. We've 


raised the bar. See, we believe 
every child can learn to read and write and 
add and subtract. 
And 
achieve those skills 


pecting, in 


believe 
child to 
And therefore. we re exX- 


That’s what 
therefore, we expect every 
return for Federal money, the 
because il 


We've 


school districts to measure, vou 


don’t measure, how do you know just 
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got to stop this practice of shuffling kids 
through the as if they don’t matter. 
What matters is every child gets a basic edu- 
cation 


school 


And if you can't read, you're not going 
to be able to take advantage of the new _— 
of the 21st century. And that’s why we're fo- 
cused on secondary schools, and ‘has ile 
we've got plans to help high school students 
who've fallen behind in reading and math to 


gain the skills necessary to be able to work 
in this new economy. 

We've got programs to help workers 
who've been displaced by the effects of trade 


by giving them assistance in job training and 


health care and relocation. I proposed what's 


called personal reemployment accounts for 
people who need extra help so they can pay 
for child care and transportation and other 
costs of finding work. In other words, we’re 
trying to help people 

But we've got a plan as well. It’s an impor- 
tant plan that’s going to make a big dif- 
ference, and that is to help the community 
colleges train workers for jobs which actually 
exist. Community colleges need to listen to 
the business community and the community 
in which they live. They need to ask the ques- 
tion, what do we need to do to train workers? 
What : What kind of skill 
set is necessary for you to hire this person? 


They flexible. The 


must be willing to change. The 


re you looking for? 
need to be curriculums 
community 
college system has got a fantastic opportunity 
to make sure workers gain the skills necessary 
to become employable in this changing econ- 
omy 

[ was in Toledo recently and talked with 
a guy named Mike Potter. He lost a manufac- 
turing job. He went back to the community 
college retrained. He got help. The 
Government paid. And he got retrained, and 


at 
to get 


he found a new job because he was willing 
to go back to school, 
lege listened to the employers in the commu- 
nity in which he lived 


and the community col- 


I was in Northern Virginia and went to 
a community college system. I met Connie 
Mitchell. She heard there was jobs available 
in the health And by the 
lot of jobs being created ji 
health industry. 
munity college, 


industry. Way, 
n the 
And so she went to the com- 


her the skills 


there’s 


and they gave 
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necessary to become a nurse. And now she’s 
employed 

In Mesa, Arizona, I met a Stacey Leedom, 
who's a single which, by the 
the hardest job in America, being a single 
mom. She was a graphic artist. She had 
worked for a company, I think, for 12 or 13 
years. She got help to go back to Mesa Com- 
She a new skill 
the computer industry. And in her first year 
of a new job, she made more than she did 


mom way, is 


munity College learned 


after 12 years as a graphic artist 

You see, if you become a more productive 
citizen, you'll make more money. Better pro- 
ductivity, better skills means higher pay. And 
our country must focus our education system 
on helping workers learn the new skills of 
the 21st century so we can increase the job 
base of this country 

You know, it wasn’t all that long ago that 
some people said that America was not up 

don’t know if you 
the 
we 


to global competition 
back in and 
that’s though, 
that we couldn’t compete with the 
that they were 


remember seventies 


eighties what heard 
wasn t it 
Japanese too good at being 
automobile makers, that foreign companies 
would soon overtake our that we just 
weren't up to it. That’s what a lot of people 
said in that period. We were told that Amer- 
flexible 


not disciplined 
pre ducts 


Own 


ican companies werent enough, 


American workers were 


enough, and American weren't 


good enough 

Well, the 
ican companies remade 
the Great 
ment came from our workforce 


Amer- 


themselves to beat 


pessimists were wrong 


competition ideas for improve- 
workers who 
And the leaders of those com 


The 


was strong in America, and it was the 


are on the line 
panies listened entrepreneurial spirit 
Amer- 
ican entrepreneur that invented new tech- 
nologies this 
country the most productive in the world 
Our economy performed like never before, 
and today, 


technologies that have made 


no one doubts what nation’s econ- 
omy leads this world 

Our Nation in 2004 is vibrant. As opposed 
to retreating like the pessimists thought, 
we're selling computer chips to Japan. We're 
producing BMWs in Greer, South Carolina, 
for export to Germany. We're even exporting 
California wine to France 
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There are 
to compete 


people who doubt our ability 
There are economic isolationists 
It’s bad for 
It’s bad for 
workers. We'll prove the pessimists wrong 


who surrender and wall us off. 
the country, bad for consumers 
again. We'll continue to open up untapped 
markets American workers 
nesses. We'll keep this Government on the 


for and_busi- 


side of growth and job creation, so American 
businesses can compete and prosper We'll 


focus on job training and education, so Amer- 
icans can improve their skills and improve 
their lives. We'll get the policies right, and 
the American people will do the rest. You 
will show that this Nation has 
the energy and the confidence 
ativity to meet every challenge 


once again, 


and the cre- 


I want to thank you for your leadership 
I want to thank you for your spirit. I want 
to thank you for working hard to realize the 
American Dream and own your own busi- 
ness. I want to thank you for employing peo- 
ple. I want to thank you for the faith of your 
country 

May ¢ 


to bless America 


30d bless you, and may God continue 


Norte: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. at the 
Cleveland Convention Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Lt Jennette Bradley of Ohio 
and former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 


Gov 


Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Iran 

March 10, 2004 


On March 15 Orde1 
12957, the national 
emergency with respect to [ran pursuant to 
the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-1706 
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States — ‘d by 
the actions and policie s of the 


1995, by 
President 


Executive 
declared a 


to deal 


Government 
of Iran, including its support for international 
the Middle 
East peace process, and acquisition of weap- 
ons of mass destruction and the means to 
deliver them. On May 6, 1995, the President 
issued Executive Order 12959 


terrorism, efforts to undermine 


imposing 
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more comprehensive sanctions to further re 
spond to this threat, and on August 19, 1997 
the President issued Executive Order 13059 
consolidating and clarifying the previous or- 
ders. 

Because the actions and policies of the 
Government of Lran continue to pose an un- 
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States, the national emergency de- 
clared on March 15, 1995, must continue in 
effect beyond March 15, 2004. Therefore, in 
of the Na- 


1622(d 


accordance with section 202(d 


tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer 
Because the 
Orde 
12957 constitutes an emergency separate 


with [ran. 


emergency 


gency respect to 


declared by Executive 
from that declared on November 14, 1979 
by Executive Order 12170, this renewal is 
distinct from the emergency re newal of No 
vember 2003. This notice shall be published 
in the Federal Register and transmitted to 
the Congress 


George W. Bush 
The White House 
March 10, 2004 


of the Federal 
2004 


Filed with the Office 
10:37 a.m., March 11 


Register 


NOTI 
the Press Secretary on March 11, and it was pub 
lished in the Federal Register on March 12 


This notice was released by the Office of 


Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Iran 
March 10, 2004 


To the Congress of the United States 
Section 202(d) of the National 

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d 

the automatic termination of a national emer 


Emer- 
pr yV ides for 


gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice stating that 
the Iran emergency is to continue in effect 
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beyond March 15, 2004, to the Federal Reg- 
ister for publication. The most recent notice 
continuing this emergency was published in 
the Federal Register on March 14, 2003 (68 
Fed. Reg. 12563 

The crisis between the United States and 
Iran constituted by the actions and policies 
of the Government of Iran, including its sup- 
port for international terrorism, efforts to un- 
dermine Middle East peace, and acquisition 
and the 
means to deliver them, that led to the dec- 
laration of a national emergency on March 
15, 1995 
tions and policies are contrary to the interests 
of the United States in the region and pose 
a continuing 


of weapons of mass destruction 


has not been resolved. These ac- 


unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States. For these 
reasons, I have determined that it is nec 
essary to continue the national emergency 
declared with respect to Iran and maintain 
in force comprehensive sanctions against 


[ran to respond to this threat 
George W. Bush 


The White House. 
March 10, 2004 


NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on March 11 


Satellite Remarks to the National 
Association of Evangelicals 
Convention 

March 11, 2004 


Good morning, Ted. I want to thank you 
for your kind introduction. Thank you all very 
much. Thank you all. Ted, I think I need 
to invite you to Crawford so you can drive 
my pickup truck and learn the joys of that 
truck 

I want to thank you tor the invitation. It’s 
such a pleasure to speak to all of you in Colo- 
rado Springs. The National Association of 
Evangelicals was founded 62 years ago with 
the highest of calling, to proclaim the king- 
dom of God. Today, your organization in- 
cludes 51 denominations representing some 
30 million people. You're doing God's work 
with conviction and kindness, and on behalf 
of our country, I thank you. 
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America is a nation with a mission. We’re 
called to fight terrorism around the world, 
and we're waging that fight. As freedom’s 
home and freedom’s defender. we are called 
to expand the realm of human liberty. And 
by our actions in Afghanistan and Iraq, more 
than 50 million people have been liberated 
from tyranny, and they are reclaiming their 
dignity as free people Our Nation can take 
great pride in these achievements. Yet | 
know that liberty is not America’s gift to the 
world. Liberty and freedom are God's gift 
to every man and woman who lives in this 
world 

I'm fortunate enough to be President dur- 
ing a time in which our country holds great 
influence in the world, and I feel that we 
must use that influence for great purpose 
When we see starvation and 
hopeless poverty, we must not turn away. 
And that is why, on the continent of Africa 


we're bringing the healing power of medicine 


disease and 


to millions of people now suffering with 
AIDS. From Southeast 
rope, we re working to end the modern-day 
slavery of sex trafficking. And throughout the 
Middle East, we're standing with the men 
and women who work and sacrifice for free- 


Asia, to Eastern Eu- 


dom 
He re 


to he Ip more citizens realize the promise of 


at home, we're pursuing an agenda 


this country. That's why we've passed major 
tax relief to help our Nation’s families and 
to create new jobs for American workers 
reform that 
parents more choices and makes sure every 


We've passed education gives 
single child has the opportunity to learn 

My administration is firmly committed to 
rallying the armies of compassion in America 
All of 


you know the power ol faith to transform 


to help our fellow citizens in need 


lives. You’re answering the call to love and 
to serve your neighbor Our laws should wel 
come and encourage your good works. We 
should never discriminate against faith-based 
charities 

My administration is also committed to de- 
fending the most basic institutions and values 
of this country. We're working to build a cul- 
ture of life. We took an important step last 
November when I signed a law to end the 
brutal practice of partial-birth abortion. We 
will vigorously defend this law against any 
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attempt to overturn it in the courts. I will 
also continue to support crisis pregnancy 
centers and adoption and parental notifica- 
tion laws. I proposed doubling Federal fund- 
ing for abstinence programs in schools and 
community-based programs. 

In the past 2 years, I have been proud to 
sign the Born-Alive Infants Protection Act 
and legislation supporting maternity group 


homes. I strongly support the “Unborn Vic- 


tims of Violence Act,” and call upon the 
United States Congress to send it to my desk 
I oppose the use of Federal funds for the 
destruction of human embryos for stem cell 
research. I will work with Congress to pass 
a comprehensive and effective ban on human 
cloning. Human life is a creation of God, not 
a commodity to be exploited by man 

I will defend the sanctity of marriage 
against activist courts and local officials who 
want to redefine marriage. The union of a 
man and woman is the most enduring human 
institution, honored and encouraged in cul- 
tures and by every religious faith. Ages of 
experience have taught humanity that the 
commitment of a husband and wife to love 
and to serve one another promotes the wel- 
fare of children and the stability of society 
And Government, by recognizing and pro- 
tecting marriage, serves the interests of all 
It is for that reason I support a constitutional 
amendment to protect marriage as the union 
of a man and a woman 

It is my responsibility as the President to 
make sure the judicial system runs well, and 
I've met that duty 


men and women for the Federal courts peo- 


I've nominated superb 


ple who will interpret the law and not legis- 
Yet some Members of 
the United States Senate are using unprece- 


late from the bench 


dented tactics to block up-or-down votes 
Every nominee deserves a fair hearing and 
a timely vote on the Senate floor. It is time 
for some Members of the Senate to stop play- 
ing politics with American justice 

All of us are living in historic times. We've 
been called to meet serious challenges. | 
have great confidence in America because | 
know the strength of our people. The world 
saw that strength on a September morning 
exactly 30 months ago and in the countless 
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acts of courage and kindness that have fol- 
lowed. Together, Americans are moving for- 
ward with confidence and faith. We do not 
know God’s plan, but we know His ways are 
right and just. And we pray He will always 
watch over this great country of ours 

I want to thank you for the chance to speak 
to this distinguished convention. May God 
bless you all, and may God continue to bless 
the United States of America 


Note: The President spoke by satellite at 10:42 
a.m. from the Map Room at the White House 
to the convention meeting in Colorado Springs 
CO. In his remarks, he referred to Ted Haggard 
president, National Association of Evangelicals 


Remarks on Departure for Bay 
Shore, New York 
March 11, 2004 


Terrorist Attack in Spain 


Today I spoke to His Majesty the King of 
Spain—Jose Maria Aznar as well 
country’s deepest sympathies toward those 


about our 
their life as a result of terrorist 
bombings in Spain. I told him we weep with 
the families. We stand strongly with the peo 


who lost 


ple of Spain. I appreciate so very much the 
Spanish Government's fight against terror 
their resolute stand against terrorist organiza- 
tions like the ETA. The United States stands 
with them Today we ask God’s blessings on 
those who suffer in the country of 
Spain. 
Thank you. 


great 


Note: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks 
he referred to King Juan Carlos I and President 
Jose Maria Aznar of Spain and Basque Fatherland 
and Liberty (ETA 


Remarks in a Discussion on the 
National Economy in Bay Shore, 
New York 

March 11, 2004 


The President. Thanks for having me 

Vincent Trapani. Any time, any time. You 
can make the call; we’re here 

The President. I've been looking for some 
auto parts 
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Mr. Trapani. | can hook you up real easy 

The President. That's good, yes 

Mr. Trapani. | know a guy. |Laughter| 

The President. You know a guy? Here's 
what we’re—we’re here to talk about how 
the economy works and how people can find 


work. We've got some challenges to face 
And Vince, I want to thank you for giving 
me the chance to come and visit with people 


involved in this community. We've got some 
entrepreneurs, and we've got some hard 
workers and we ve got some educators and 
get education. And 
that’s what we're going to talk about 

First, | want to thank you, Vince, and your 
family for greeting me. Nothing like being 
in the presence of an entrepreneur, some- 


people helping people 


body who dreams big dreams, works hard, 
and ends up employing good, hard-working 
people to provide a product somebody wants 
to buy 

Mr. 
Dream 

The President. 
Dream. I said 
He said, 
And it’s one of the most fantastic aspects 
about our society, and frankly, it’s the entre- 
preneurial spirit that we’re heralding today 


Trapani. That's the American 


That is the 
Did you buy this company?” 


American 


No, I started it on a shoestring.” 


that is enabling us to overcome a lot of obsta 
cles 

Before I talk about the obstacles, I do want 
to say thanks to my friend Governor George 
Pataki, the great Governor of this State. He’s 
a great buddy of mine, and he and Libby 
are great friends of Laura and me as well 
And he’s doing a good job He’s a solid, solid 
smart capable public servant. 

[ also flew down on the airplane today with 
two fine Members of the United States Con 
Peter King, from this part of the 
If he 


looks different, he just had some cataract sur- 


gress 
world. Peter, thank you for coming 
gery so he doesn’t wear his glasses anymore 
I said, “You're looking more beautiful than 
[Laughter| And I ap- 
preciate my friend Vito Fossella is with us 
today 


ever, Congressman 


Where are you, Vito? Glad you're 
here. These are two strong leaders. They care 
deeply about the citizens of the communities 
which they represent. They were talking New 
York the entire way from Washington, DC, 
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to here, and I appreciate calling them 
friends 

I’m also proud that Jim Garner, the mayor 
of Hempstead—thank you for coming, big 
Jim. Jim, he’s the president of the U.S. Con- 
ference of Mayors That’s a big deal. And 
I want to thank you for working with the ad- 
ministration on urban policy 

I appreciate very much all the local and 
State I know there’s 
a lot of members of the statehouse and the 


officials who are here 


senate and the local governments. I appre- 
ciate you coming out to say hello. It’s an 
honor that you would show up and say hi 
to the President 

I'm also very proud of the fact that John 
DiGiano is here. Where are you, John? He’s 
Hi John 


a buddy of mine. There you are 
is your wife with you? 


Is Mama with you 
There John is just a good 
buddy. I had to Say hello to him. He’s a 
friend. He’s one of the great Americans, and 


she 1S oh yes 


he’s the dad of a great American family. And 
I'm proud you came John Thank you all for 
being here 

Today at the airport, I met Rich McKeon. 
You probably never heard of Rich. Rich is 
He’s a mentor 
with Operation Hope 
the 
economy works. He’s been a member of Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters. The reason I bring 
up Rich is because a lot of times we talk 
One of 
the strengths, of course, is our military and 


a volunteer He’s involved 


teaches youngsters 


about financial math, about how the 


about the strength of our country 


by the way, I’m going to keep it strong. An- 
other strength is the fact that we’ve got- 
that we’re a wealthy nation compared to oth- 
ers, and we intend to keep it that Wa) Sut 
the true strength is the hearts and souls of 
our citizens. That’s really the strength of 
America 

The strength of this country—you know, 
we can change the country one heart at a 
time when somebody takes time out of their 
lives to love a neighbor like you'd like to be 
loved yourself. And that happens That hap- 
pens in every neighborhood in America. It 
happens whether Government says, “Do it,” 
or not. People follow their heart because they 
hear a higher calling 

Here's old Rich. He’s working to make a 
living, and yet he’s taking time out of his life 
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to surround a child with love and to give a 
child a little extra knowledge. Where are you, 
Rich? Thank you for coming. I appreciate 
your service 

My call is if you want to serve your country 
like Rich is, find a way to help somebody 
in need Many of you probably are, and if 
you are, thanks a lot from the bottom of this 
Nation’s collective heart. 

Listen, we’ve overcome a lot. See, i'm sit- 
ting here next to Vince, and he’s optimistic 
about the future. He just told me he was 
And I don’t think you were faking 

Mr. Trapani. There’s no question about 
that. 

The President. See— 

Mr. Trapani. We live in a great country 

The President. Well, that too. And—but 
] want you to remember what we ve been 
through, just to keep this conversation in per- 
spective about why we should be optimistic 


about what this—the future of this country 


First of all, we went through a recession 
That means things were going backwards 
The stock market started to decline—that af- 
fects people who had savings—in March of 
2000. And then we had negative growth. And 
during negative growth, people who work for 
a living begin to wonder whether or not 
there’s going to be a job. That’s what that 
means. There’s uncertainty Business leaders 
and planners wonder whether or not the 
markets are going to be available for them 
to sell a product 

And we started to recover, and then the 
enemy hit us. And you know what it meant 
to have the enemy hit us, particularly in 
neighborhoods like these. John knows what 
it meant to have the enemy hit us. It was 
a devastating blow. It was a blow to our psy- 
chology It was a blow to our economy 

By the way, this Nation rallied. It rallied, 
in large part thanks to the citizens of the 
great State of New York, because they re- 
fused to be intimidated by terrorists and kill- 
ers. It rallied because of the courage of the 
firefighters and police officers that people all 
around the country got to know via their tele- 
vision set. That’s—it rallied. We're a strong 
nation 

And yet, that attack hurt us. It hurt us eco- 
nomically. They say over a million jobs were 
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lost because of that attack. And then we start- 


ed to recover, because we're a strong nation 


full of strong people. And then we found out 
of the corporate America 
forgot what it meant to be a responsible cit- 
izen. In other words, they didn’t tell the 
truth. They didn’t tell the truth to their 
shareholders. They didn’t tell the truth 

their employees But we passed tough laws 
And by the that hurt the 
you can’t have trust in the 
of an economy, the 


some citizens of 


Way, 
business leaders 


economy will suffer. It 


hurt. And so we passed tough laws. And so 


we're running them—these people are being 
held to account, let me put it to you that 
way. Justice is being delivered. We will not 
tole rate 
America 

And then 
decision. The lesson of September Lith is 
this: We must deal with threats before they 
fully materialize. If you think there’s a threat 
you must deal with it early, before it is too 
late. That’s the lesson of September the 11th 
It’s a lesson people must never forget 


dishonesty in the 


made a tough but necessary 


I looked at the intelligence in Iraq and saw 
a threat. The United States Congress looked 
at the intelligence; they saw a threat 
The United Nations Security Council, right 
up the road there, looked at the intelligence 
and it saw a threat. And so I went to the 
U.N. and said, “Look, let’s deal with the man 
He needs to reveal 


same 


disclose, and destroy 
That’s what he needs to 
do.” The world spoke, not just the Unit rn 
States of America. We spoke He chose def 

I had a choice to make 
in time: Either trust the word of somebody 
who had deceived the 


weapons progr ams. 


ance. at that paral 
world and had used 
weapons of mass destruction on his own peo- 
ple or America. And given that 
I will defend our country every time 
The march to hurt the 
a while ago that—she 
what was on the TV 
—she calls me George W 

’ I call her First Lady. No, any- 
way—|laughter|. She said, “We ‘March 
to War’ TV screens.” It’s hard to run 
a business if you’re marching to war. It’s not 
conducive to capital investment. Marching to 
thought, 
the business world and you're trying to hire 


defend 
choice, 
War economy 
Laura reminded me 
said, “Remember 
screens 
“George W 
said 
on our 


war is a negative and if you’re in 
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looking for work, it’s not 
a conducive time to do so. Now we're march- 
ing to peace. We took the 
but now we’re marching to peace 


people or you're 
tough decision, 
We've 
overcome a lot, and our economy is growing 

We've in the last half 
of 2003. Inflation is low. Interest rates are 
low. Manufacturing 


got robust growth 


activity is up. Home- 
ownership is at the highest rate ever. Unem- 
ployment rate is at 5.6 percent. There’s still 
There’s still 
people looking for work. There’s still people 
worried about the job they now hold. And 
I’m going to talk a little bit about that before 
we get to some of our participants 


more to do; don’t get me wrong 


But let me think we 
able did. One, the 
entrepreneurial spirit is strong in America, 
and we intend to keep it that Way. 


remind you why 


were to overcome all we 
Two, the 
workers of America are the best in the world, 
the most productive, best, hardest working 
people on the face of the Earth. And three, 
ve cut the taxes. If a fi imily has more money 
to spend, it means they’ re going to de mand 
And when 


they do, somebody is going to produce the 


an additional good or a service 


good or a service. And when somebody pro- 
That’s 
Ww hen somebody goes and 


duces it, somebody is going to work. 
what that means 
buys a car because of the extra money they ve 
got in their pocket, they just might be buying 
a part for that car right from this shop right 
. At least Vince wants them to. 

Mr. Trapani. That's okay by me 

The President. And if the ‘y buy a part for 
the car manufactured here, it means that this 
stable. That’s what that 
Tax relief worked 

And you hear a lot of talk in Washington 
about tax relief 


he ‘re 


workforce is more 


means 


rich and all 
tell you some thing. 
First, good policy says you cut the taxes on 


and taxing the 
that business. Let me 


everybody who pays taxes, not try to pick and 
Secondly, we increased the child 
credit to $1,000 per child to help families, 
and you're going to hear about some families 
who have been helped by this. The other 
thing we did is we reduced the marriage pen- 
alty. I mean, 


Cc ‘hoose 


it doesn’t seem to make much 
sense to penalize marriage when you're try- 
ing to encourage 

the Tax Code did 


marriage in our society, ye t 
And we made that better. 





382 


and this 
is important for people to understand when 
you hear this talk about the Tax Code. When 
you cut the taxes on individuals, you really 


But you know what else we did 


reduce the taxes on small businesses as well, 
because most small businesses are sole pro- 
prietorships and Subchapter S corporations 
And you see, when you cut the taxes on a 
small business, it gives that small-business 
And when that 
person invests, it means somebody is more 
likely to keep a job. Make no mistake about 


this: That tax cut was good for the small busi- 


owner more money to invest 


nesses of the United States of America, and 
that’s one of the reasons why this economy 
is so strong 
A couple of other things, if you don’t mind 
Mr. Trapani. Any time. | Laughite 
The President. Thank you, sii 
I told you there’s more work to do. Let 
me tell you some of the things that we need 
to do. These tax cuts expire, which means 
taxes are going up on people. That's what 
When you hear, “We're 
to repeal the tax cuts,” that’s Washington, 
D¢ I’m fixing to raise your taxes.” 
That’s what that means. It doesn’t make any 


that means going 


code for 


sense to raise taxes on people who are begin- 
ning to employ people. If you're a small busi- 
ness, we shouldn’t be raising the taxes on the 
small-business owners. We shouldn’t be rais- 
ing taxes on the hard-working families. It 
the 
pockets of the people that are driving this 


makes no sense to take money out of 
economy forward, and so we need to make 
the tax cuts permanent. Congress needs to 
listen to the voices of the people 

There's too many junk lawsuits in our soci- 
ety. We need tort reform in order for people 
expand their businesses. You hear talk 


about outsourcing; I’m as concerned about 


to be 


outsourcing as the next person. But the way 
to deal with outsourcing is to make America 
a better place to do business, not a worse 
place. Raising taxes will make it harder to 
create jobs. Lawsuits make it harder to create 
jobs. We need an energy policy SO people 
can plan their businesses around a solid sup- 
ply of energy We need to be less dependent 
on foreign sources of energy if we want to 
make sure jobs stay here . 

You know how else you make sure that 
jobs stay home—is you have a health care 
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policy that’s reasonable and the prices are— 
and we do something about the high cost of 
health care for employees and employers. 
There’s three things, the practical things we 
can do: one, associated health care plans to 
allow small businesses to pool risk in order 
to be able to have affordable health care for 
their employees; health savings accounts, 
which will help employees and employers 
better afford health care; and national med- 
ical liability reform to stop the junk lawsuits 
which are running up the cost of health care 
for these businesses 

One other thing we need to make sure of, 
we need to make sure we don’t become iso- 
lated from the world. It’s what I call eco- 
nomic isolationism. It’s beginning to creep 
Well, 


, 1 
we'll stop jobs from going overseas by making 


into the dialog People are saying, 


sure we put up walls and barriers between 
the United States and the rest of the world.” 
That’s lousy policy You're about to hear a 
businessowner that relies upon exports. Peo- 
ple work for him because he’s able to export 
One in five factory jobs in America exist be- 
cause they're selling products somewhere 
else. Six million people in this country work 
as a result of somebody saying, “This work- 
force of ours is so good, I'm going to build 
a plant like Honda right outside of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, for example Consumer prices 
will go up if we wall ourselves from the rest 
of the world. Economic isolationism is bad 
economic policy, and it will cost people jobs 
It will make it harder for you to keep you 
work 

So what I want to do is, 
a different tack 


I want to take 
our markets are 
pretty open for other people And what we’re 
going to do is tell other people, ‘If our mar- 


You see 


kets are open for you, you open yours tor 
us.” You see, we want to have trade, but trade 
that is fair 


Level—we want a level playing 


field. We can outcompete with anvbody. See, 


pessimistic people say, “America can't com- 
pete 
compete with anybody, just let’s make sure 
the rules are fair and the playing field is 
level.” 


An optimistic person says “We can 


No, this plan of ours is a plan that says 
we re not going to have outsourcing because 
we want to make sure we've got better jobs 
right here at home—better high-paying, 
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high-quality jobs. And the way to do that is 
have an optimistic, progrowth economic pol- 
icy. And that’s what I intend to put forth to 
the United States Congress 

You ready to go? I've been talking too 
much. And if there appears to be a lot of 
hot air in here, it’s probably because of me 
| Laughter] 

Robert Silverstein is with us today. Let me 
just say, Robert does not make a living by 
talking too much, like I do. Robert is an en- 
trepreneur. He’s got a very interesting little 
And Robert 


us what you do? 


business do you mind telling 


[At this point, Mr. Silverstein 
Orelube Corp made brief remarks 


pre side nt 


The President. Yes. Let me ask you, how 
many employees have you got? 

Mr. Silverstein. We've got 13 employees 
right now 

The President. So first of all, we're talking 
You know 
many businesses like Robert S are around the 
country? We're talking thousands and thou 
sands and thousands of people who « mploy 
20 people or less. It’s really the backbone 


of the economy, when you think about it, isn’t 


to a small-business owner how 


it? Small businesses, vibrant small businesses 
all over 

Did you hire anybody recently? 

Mr. Silverstein. We just hired somebody 
this past November, and we just hired some- 
That’s two in the 
And we plan this 


body this past February 
last 4 months, 5 months 


year to hire—a technology hire to boost the 


te chnology base of our company sO we could 


expand our sales even further as well into 
these new countries that we're selling to now 
as well as new countries 

The President. So he’s gone from, like 
12 to 15. I heard the other day somebody 
kind of belittling that, that—oh 
talking about a small business that only in- 


they were 


creased their employees by two or three peo- 
ple. You see, a country is vibrant when you've 
got small businesses who are optimistic and 
excited and are willing to take on additional 
employees. It’s not the three—just three em- 
ployees of Robert. There are thousands of 
Roberts who are hiring people. Most new 
jobs in America are created by small-business 
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owners. And good Government policy, good 
tax policy rewards entrepreneurs like Robert 

So, Robert, I want to thank you for com- 
ing. | want to thank you for employing peo- 
ple. I want to tell you something: If we fall 
prey to economic isolationism, the jobs that 
he now has in his company are going to be 
vulnerable. If he can’t export, if there’s trade 
wars, if people throw up barriers, his people 
won't be working. We need to be confident 
in this country. We need to say, “If you're 
going to accept if we're going to accept 
your product, you make sure you accept 
ours.” We can compete with anybody. Rob- 
ert’s showing you he can do that 

And I want to thank you for being a good 
business leader, Robert, and thanks for com- 
ing 

All right, Vince. I met your dad. Yes, I’ve 
got a good one too—and mother, by the way 
Are you still telling him what to do? Yes. Bar 
is still telling me what to do too. [Laughter 

Listen, so Vince started his own business 
By the way, Robert’s grandfather started his 
It’s pretty neat, isn’t it, to be talking to the 
entrepreneur who had 
enough faith to leave it to the dad, and the 
dad passed it on to Robert 


grandson of an 


One of the problems we have, in order 
for families to leave businesses, is the death 
tax. The The death 


tax means we re going to tax a person s assets 


death tax is a bad tax 


once when they're living and the sec- 
And it is a bad 
tax. It makes it hard for entrepreneurs to 


TWwIce 


ond time after they re not 


build up their companies and leave their as- 
sets to whom they want to leave them to 
The Congress started passing that—getting 
rid of the death tax, and we just got—one 
of the reasons why we need to make the tax 
cuts permanent Is so the death tax is gone 
so dreamers can leave their assets to whom- 
ever they want 

Mr. Trapani. Fine by me 

The President. Yes Tell us 
about how you started. I mean, here you are, 


I'm ready 


a good-looking guy, wondering what you're 
going to do with yourself 


(Mr. Trapani, president, U.S.A Industries 
Inc., made brief remarks. | 


The President. First of all, you're getting 


it a little backwards Government doesn’t 
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create wealth. All Government does is create 
an environment for you who has got a good 
idea and willing to work to succeed. That's 
the difference between different visions of 
Government 

Okay 
which means he pays tax at the individual 


he’s a Subchapter S corporation, 


income tax rate. And so when you hear him 
talking tax for the rich, here he is. He’s a 
small-business owner. They're trying to run 
his taxes up as a business owner. It doesn't 
make any sense to be raising taxes on small 
businesses 

Are you hiring anybody? 

Mr. Trapani. Well, let's put it this way 
Last vear we were fortunate enough to have 
208 great employees Now we're fortunate 
enough to have 221 employees We're look- 
ing at the possibility and we're out here dis- 
cussing things with our real estate agent— 
about the possibility of another 30,000 square 
feet of manufacturing potential, which would 
possibly create another 20 to 25 new jobs 
and pray to God, more 

The President. See, he’s hiring people 
Why do we want to take money out of his 
pocket when he’s hiring people? We don’t 

Now, let me tell you another thing. Part 
of the Tax Code 
investment 


said that if you make an 
to make 
the investment. In other words, we acceler- 


you get a tax incentive 


ated depreciation. That's a long word for say 
ing we're trying to encourage the Vinces of 
the world to go out and buy some equipment 
That was part of the tax plan Some. busi- 
need additional equipment addi- 
tional computers, additional software, and 


nesses 


there was an incentive to go out and purchase 
them 

Did you buy any equipment? 

Mr. Trapani. Oh, yes. |Laughter| 

The President. Could you share with us 
what it was? | Laughter] 

Mr. Trapani. It would be my pleasure 
We spent a lot of our money basically in tech- 


nology. It’s technology, where we've spent 
our money in machinery and things like 


that—enable us to compete. We compete 
against 
The President. What kind of machine? 
Mr. Trapani. We went out and we bought 
some heavy-duty air conditioning compres- 


sors, things like—not air conditioning—air 
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compressors. And the reality of our air com- 
pressors, they're enabling us basically to do 
things more efficient. So besides the fact that 
the benefit of what the proposal in the tax 
plan was, we were able to save money on 
our utility costs. Now we're even more en- 
ergy efficient 

The President. See, there’s a lot of talk 
about productivity increases. It means his 
workers are more productive. They can make 
more products in the same amount of time 
as before. That means they re more produc- 
tive. And the reason they're more productive 
is because he bought some equipment. And 
one of the reasons why he bought some more 
equipment is because the Tax Code encour- 
aged him to do so. Congress will take that 
away unless they make the tax cuts perma- 
nent, by the way 

Let me tell you something else that’s inter- 
esting, so that everybody understands. When 
he goes out and buys an air compressor, 
somebody has to make the air compressor 
And when somebody makes the air com- 
pressor, it means somebody is more likely to 
find a job. The economy works when you 
stimulate small-business owners and con- 
sumers. It works as the result of people meet- 
ing demand. And that’s what we tried to do 
We tried to create more demand. We wanted 
Vince to say, “I need a new compressor, ” and 
encourage him to buy it, and he did. His 
workers are more productive, he’s more com- 
petitive, and somebody had to make the com- 
pressor And that’s the way the U.S economy 
works with good Government policy 

The problem is, is that when you're raising 
people’s taxes and you're increasing their 
regulations and you're walling off America, 
you make it more difficult for Vince to be 
aggressive in creating more jobs And that’s 
why I'm glad you invited me here Keep hir- 
ing people 

Mr. Trapani. We intend to keep hiring 
people. But you have also created the envi- 
ronment. We have interest rates that enable 
us to go out and borrow, that—my parents 
don’t remember how successful this here sit- 
uation has become. So with the situation and 
the opportunities of lower interest rates, and 
more than anything, the tax savings—the tax 
savings that come back to people, that come 
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back to America 
audience 


My accountants are in the 
They're happy 

The President. Yes, good. I'm glad they're 
happy. Wait until you get their bill. [Laugh- 
ter| Then you won't be happy 

Okay Pedro Ramos. Como esta, Pedro? 

Mr. Ramos. Bien 

The President. Pedro works here. He’s 
how many children you got? Cuantos ninos? 

Mr. Ramos. I've got two children. I've got 
a wife I own a house. I’ve 
been working for him almost 14 years. I've 
been doing 


He’s the 


country 


I've got a house 


he’s been doing great for me 
best boss that I could have 

think that I live 
country. We have such good opportunities 
in this country. 
future 


in this 


Im a very good 


I want to focus to get a better 
for my children. My 
always use it in my house 
I invest all the 
house 

The President. 
born? 

Mr. Ramos. | born in E] Salvador 

The President. FE] Salvador. Got a great 
President. by the way. Paco Flores is one of 
my good friends. 

Mr. Ramos. He said that 
friends 

The President. Yes, he’s a good fellow 
[Laughter] You worked here 

Mr. Ramos. Yes 

The President. 
worked here? 

Mr. Ramos. Fourteen years, ves 

The President. 
dren? 

Mr. Ramos. The older one is 9 

The President. Donde? Oh, there 

Mr. Ramos. They're 
My wife is right there, also 

The President. Oh, thanks 

Mr. Ramos. The second one is 6 years old 

The President. Six years old. 

Mr. Ramos. Yes. I'm so proud of my chil- 
dren and my wife and my boys 

The President. 1 want you to 
what he said. He said, “I took the tax relief 
and There’s two 
things I want to share with you on that. One, 
there’s nothing better than a society which 
encourages people ’ 


refund taxes, I 
to fix my house 
money, my refund, in my 


Pedro, where were you 


you re good 


catorce anos? 


Fourteen years he’s 


How old are vour chil 


sitting right there 


listen to 


worked on my _ house.” 


isn't 
there? Either to own vour own business- 


to own something, 
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how about the fact that this is a fellow who 
was born in El Salvador to our 


Isn't 


, comes here 


country and now Owns his own home. 


that one of the spectacular aspects? 


The tax relief we passed—his family saved 
$1,900 in taxes. Now, that doesn’t sound like 
lot to people in Washington, probably. 
know it sounds a lot to the Congressmen who 
But that’s a lot to Pedro. Think 
that $1,900, what that can mean 
That’s, by the w: Ly, because of the child credit 


are here 
about 


and the marriage penalty and reducing the 
10-percent tax bracket His family has 1,900 
more dollars of their own to spe nd. 

And so he He said, “I’m 
going to fix up my house.” Well, you can't 
fix it up out of air. He’s got to go buy things 


made a decision. 


to fix it up with. I bet you bought some paint 
Mr. Ramos. That’s correct, yes 
The President. Paint? 
Mr. Ramos. Yes, paint 
The President. So somebody had to make 
the paint 
Mr. Ramos. 
my re ‘fund to do mv fence 


And this year I plan to use 
I want to do all 
my- the outside of my lehisin 

The President. So that’s good. That’s how 
Pedro takes the 
money in his pocket and he 
Depot? Where did you go? 

Mr. Ramos. | go to Home Depot. Right, 
yes. |Laughter 

The President. See? Now you do. |Laugh- 
ter| So he goes to ome Depot. and ~~ buys 
something. Somebody had to make the prod- 
uct. The economy works when people de- 
mand things, and we increased demand. Let 


the economy works extra 


goes—Home 


me tell you the problem: Congress needs to 
make the child credit and the 
the 10-percent bracket reductions perma- 
Right now these are the parts of the 
Tax Code that begin to expire. They need 
to make all taxes permanent, and they need 
to start with these three. Otherwise, this good 
fellow pays $913 more in taxes next year. If 
they don’t make the tax cuts permanent, it’s 

a tax increase on Pedro. He pays more taxes 

It mz ike *s no sense to be te xing this good fam- 
ily, right now, y. It makes no 
Congress needs to make the child 
credit and the marriage penalty and the 10- 
percent bracket, as a beginning, make them 


marriage and 


nent 


more money. 


sense 
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permane nt this year, SO Pedro has got more 
money to spe nd 
Good job. Good job 
Okay, Maureen White 
a really interesting 
about to hear 


is with us. This is 


story here that we're 


It is a—it is innovative and 
Maureen is senior 
chief nurse executive 

[/aughter|—of the North Shore 
Island Jewish Health System. She is 
here with Maria Rais. What? Yes ’ 
Maira Rais. | Laughter| As I was saying, Maira 


Rais, ves. But why don’t vou tell us about 


compassionate vice presi- 


dent-chief nurse 
even better 
Long 


exactly 


your program, about your vision, and maybe 


introduce Maira? Thanks 
|Ms. White made brief remarks 


The President. Yes 
Thank you. Very good job l nbelievably ar- 


youre doing great 


ticulate 
Yes 


we lI spoken 


Maureen was—first of all, is really 
|Laughter| 1 could take 
| Laughter] 

\ couple of points that I think are impor- 
tant: One 
need workers 


a lesson 
or two trom you 
there are jobs. There are jobs that 
They need nurses. Oftentimes 
pe ople don’t have the skills necessary to be 
a nurse. This hospital an incredibly respon 
e'll train. We'll 
And then 
the Nassau Community College stepped up 


sible group ol people said, “W 


help. We'll pay for the training 


and provided the curriculum 
trainers 

We've got an issue in 
by the that will 
through the community college 
hear people talking about 


provide d the 


front of Congress 


way boost job training 


You 


worrying about 


system 


and 
they don’t have 
the skills necessary to take the 
We an obligation in soci- 
ety to help train the people for the jobs which 
exist. And 
in smart, practical ways 

Maureen talked about a really practical job 
training program. I want to thank the Nassau 
Community College people, if any are here, 
for being flexible and available to work with 
the hospital system to help people train to 
become nurses, to help them become skilled 
in the jobs which actually exist 

I'll tell you one quick story, and then we're 
going to go to Maira 


outsourcing and jobs moving overseas 
one reason why is because 
jobs of the 
2\st century have 


so job training has got to focus 


[ was out in Arizona 
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at a community college, and a woman who 
worked for a graphic artist—as a graphic de- 
sign artist for I believe it was, 12 
-and she went back to 
Mesa Community College and took a pro- 
gram to 


15 years, 
or 15 years—a lot 
her some additional skills in 
And 


got paid by, by the way, worker dis- 


give 


technology she stayed there for 6 
months 
pli acement money that Congress has pro- 
vided as the 


result of trade polic ies. If some- 


you Can 
skills tor 


money in 


body loses a job because of trade 


get money necessary to learn the 
And she made 


a new job more 


her first vear of her new job, having gone 


to get new skills and to be more productive, 


than she did after 15 years of being a graphic 
artist. So not only does getting new skills help 
you find a job, it helps you find a higher pay- 
ing job. 

And that’s why I want to thank 
you for shi ring your story I want you to tell 
thanks. I know my 
friend Fred Wilpon is on the board. I wish 
him all the best for the Mets this year 
(laughter |—but tell him, as importantly, he’s 
done a good job in the hospital 

Maira 


Maureen, 


your hospit il people 


tell us about your story 


[Ms. Rais, nurse assistant, North Shore Long 


sland Jewish Health System, made brief re- 


marks. | 


The President. You know something, the 
just he Maira is 
rhere’s a lot of people 


story you ard from it’s a 
hard story that say, 
“Well, I can’t possibly go back to school and 
learn skills for the new jobs.” But this econ- 
omy of ours is in transition. There’s fantastic 
opportunities In some cases, however peo- 
ple are going to need to go learn new skills 
in order to take of the 

And it’s hard, I fully understand 


a mom and you're kind of wondering wheth 


advantage situation 


if you're 
er or not it makes sense. But I want anybody 
out there listening to listen to Maira’s story 
that you can improve yourse lf, that you can 
go back to school, and it can make a huge 
difference in your life. I would 


words in your mouth to say 


am I putting 
it’s making a big 
difference in your life? 

Ms. Rais. No, no, no, it’s the truth. And 
I'm hoping when I graduate, work for North 


Shore, and I know my salary is going to be 
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twice as much 
that. | Laughter] 
The President. Yes, she’s got the chance 


So I'm looking forward for 


to have three times her current salary as a 
result of having gone to school paid for by 
her potential employer And it’s an amazing 
And the reason why I’m so 
thrilled you all are here is that there ar op- 
portunities like that all over New York and 


the country. There’s fantastic opportunities 


opportunity. 


to gain new skills and become more produc 
tive, to take advantage of the new jobs of 
the 21st century 

It’s unsettling when the economy changes 
I fully recognize that. But in the midst of 
a changing economy, there are tantastic Op- 
portunities. And here is a great story of Maira 
Rais, newly arrived to America—well, not 
newly arrived, been here since 1980—bui 
nevertheless is seizing the moment, is tak 
ing—taking advantage of the opportunity 
And her salary is going to go up three times 
and this good lady is going to have a bette 
employee as a result of the training 

By the way, their family saved $1,200 in 
tax relief. So when Congress starts thinking 
about whether or not to let those taxes go 
back up on the people think about Maira 
I’m not worried about the two Congressmen 
over here, by the way. |Laughter| They're 
solid. But I want people to think about Maira 
That $1,200 means a lot to Maira 
family. I know it doesn’t sound like 
Washington, DC but it’s a lot to her 

Ms. Rais. I can tell you what I did with 
those $1,200 

The President. Well 
us then 


Ms. Rais. I really 


who IS In colle ge 


ind hei 
i lot in 


terms 
why don’t 
| have mv son 


He’s graduating this May 
The President. You don t lool old eno 1h 


be Caus¢ 


to have a son in colle FE 
Ms. Rais. Yes 
The President. He’s graduating in Mav? 
Fantastic 
Ms. Rais. Yes, but he’s going to transte! 
] 


he’s looking forward to transfer to 


4] 
motmMel 


college to con plete his degree in business 
administration 


The President. Fantastic 
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Ms. Rais. My daughter—two excellent 
students, honor students, so I'm proud of 
them and my whole family 

The President. And so you're going to use 
the money to help your son? 

Ms. Rais. Well, I really did, because when 
I got the tax refund money, I used it for his 
books, my books that I had to pay for. It 
helped a great deal. 

The President. Now, see, the tax relief 
helped her go back to school so she can make 
three times the amount of money, possibly 
than she was making. The tax relief helps 
average Americans Congress needs to make 
the tax relief permanent otherwise, she’s 
going to be paying more taxes. It makes no 
sense to raise the taxes on Maira or Pedro 
or any ol the entrepreneurs up here Were 
doing good things with the—the people are 
doing good things with their own money 
They re making this economy grow 

Listen, I want to thank them for coming, 
and I want to thank vou all for coming. I 
hope you get a—share the same sense of op- 
timism I do about the future of our country 
When you hear about the entrepreneurial 
stories, you've got to be optimistic These 
guys are hiring people. They believe the fu- 
ture is going to be better. When you hear 
the story of compassion coming out of the 
local hospital its got to make you optimistic 
about the decency of the people of this coun- 
try. And then when you hear about the sto- 
hard-working citizens of ow 


ries of these 


country who have got big dreams for their 


and 


families willing to achieve those big 
dreams, it’s got to make you optimistic. I real- 
ly am 

Listen, the strength of this country is in 
the hearts and souls of our citizens. I want 
to thank the citizens up here today for shai 
ing your hearts and for sharing your souls 
May God bless vou all, and may God con- 


tinue to bless America 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:32 p.m. at U.S.A 
Industries, Inc. In his 

Libby Pataki, w of Gov 
New Yorl 
El Salvador 
Mets 


referred to 
Pataki ol 
Francisco Flores Perez of 


New Yor 


remarks, he 
George | 
President 


ind Fred Wilpon, owner 
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Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in East M ~adow, 
New York 


March 11, 2004 


The President. Thanks for 
Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s great - 
Audience member. New York loves you! 

The President. Thank you, sir 

Audience member. We need you! 

The President. Let started 
|Laughter| Thanks for coming. Thanks for 
your friendship. Thanks for your support. It 
is great to be back in New York. We have 
And it’s 
topped off by what is a successful effort to 
make sure that my campaign is properly 
fueled—{laughter| 

We're going to compete here in New York, 


and we're going to compete here hard. I'm 


coming. 


me get 


had a fantastic day here today 


for the charge ahead 


counting on you. I’m counting on you to help 
us. The Vice President and I look forward 
to bringing our message to this great State 
New York is going to be a part of what is 
going to be a great national victory in Novem- 
Speaking about our Vice 
I made a really good pic k when 
I asked Dick Cheney to join me. He’s the 


has ever 


ber of this year 
President 


finest Vice President our country 
had 
Audience 
Laught r| 
The President. You know something, you 
sounded exactly like my mothe 


member. Your dad_ was! 


Laughter| 
ope aking about marrying well laugh- 
ter|—that is precisely what I did. Laura is 
Lady 
forting soul who loves our family and loves 
our country. I’m really proud of the job she’s 


done 


a fabulous First She’s really a com- 


I'm also proud of the job that Governor 
Pataki has done for the State of New 
York He is a great Governor. I'm proud to 
call Pataki friend. I really am. It’s comforting 
to know that he’s out there on the stump 
defending his buddy George W 


Ger ree 


And he does 


a good job of it. He really does. I'm proud 
thank you 


for being here. I also 
want to thank my friend Rudy Giuliani for 
being here as well. He too is out there de- 
fending his buddy And both these men have 
got a lot of credibility because they've done 
such a great job in their 


( veorge 


one as Governor 
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and one as mayor during difficult times. And 
I'm proud to call them friends. 

I’m also pleased that Peter King traveled 
with me today from Washington, DC, to his 
district here in New York. I want to thank 
fine United 
States Congressman, as is Vito Fossella. Vito 
is a New York Congressman as well 


Peter for his service. He’s a 


I want to thank all the grassroots activists 
who here. I want to thank Sandy 
Treadwell and Mike Long. I want to thank 
Joe Mondello. Pat Acampora is with us today. 


are 


These are all people who are willing to spend 
time energizing the grassroots. Those are the 
people who are willing to put up the signs 
and make the phone calls and turn out the 
vote. I'm counting on you. You can't run a 
campaign alone. You need people from all 
neighborhoods around this country willing to 
work. And for those of you who are going 
to work on our behalf, I want to thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. We’re counting 
on you. We're not going to let you down 
And I’m looking forward to the contest 

finally got an opponent. | Laughter] It was 
my honor to call Senator Kerry and to wel- 
come him to the race and to congratulate 
him on running a good campaign. I look for- 
ward to the debate, a debate on the issues 
And it’s going to be an interesting debate 
because he’s built up quite a record. |Laugh- 
ter| Senator Kerry 
long enough to take both sides of every issue 
|Laughter| Senator Kerry voted for the PA- 
TRIOT Act, voted for NAFTA, voted for the 
No Child Left Behind Act, and for the use 
of force in [raq. Now he opposes the PA- 
TRIOT Act, NAFTA, the No Child Left Be- 
hind Act, and the liberation of Iraq. He clear- 
ly has strong beliefs. [Laughter] 
don’t last very long. [Laughter] 


he’s been in Washington 


They just 


There will be a very clear choice in this 
election, the choice between keeping the tax 
relief that IS MOVING the economy forward 
or putting the burden of higher taxes back 
on the American people, a choice between 
an America that leads the world with strength 
and confidence or an America that is uncer- 
tain in the face of danger. I look forward to 
laying these alternatives squarely before the 
people 

I'm glad the campaign has begun. I have 
something I want to tell the people. The first 
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thing I’m going to tell them is we've achieved 
great things during the last 3 years. We've 
accomplished a lot. But most importantly we 
have a positive vision, an optimistic vision for 
the years ahead, a plan to win the war on 
terror, a plan to extend freedom and peace 
throughout the world, a plan to make sure 
prosperity continues, and a plan to encourage 
compassion at home. There’s no doubt where 
we stand. I will speak clearly and confidently 
about our positions, and there’s no doubt 
we ll win 4 more years on the 2nd of Novem- 
ber 

The last 3 years have brought serious chal 
lenges, and we've given serious answers. We 
came to office with the stock market in de 
cline and the economy headed into reces- 
sion—delivered historic tax relief, and now 
our economy is the fastest growing of any 
major industrialized nation 

We had to confront corporate crimes that 
cost people their jobs and their savings, so 
we passed strong corporate reforms and 
made it very clear that we will not tolerate 
dishonesty in the boardrooms of America 

We saw war and grief on a quiet Sep- 
tember morning. But we pursued the ter 
rorist across the world. We've ca 
tured or killed many of the key leaders 
the Al Qaida network, and the rest of them 
will learn there IS ho Cave or hol de € Pp 
enough to hide from the justice of the United 
States 

We confronted the dangers of stat spon 


enemy )- 


( 


yf 


sored terror and the spre ad of we apons olf 
mass destruction, so we ended two of the 


most violent and dangerous regimes on 
Earth. We freed over 50 million people and 
once again, America is proud to lead the ar 
mies of liberation 

When we came to Washington, we 


a military that was underfunded and under 


found 


appreciated, so we gave our military the re 
sources and respect they deserve And today 
no one in the world can question the skill 
and the strength and the spirit of the United 
States military 

When we came to office people had got 
ten used to what they call gridlock. Old prob 
lems were used to score points Old problems 
were just politicized and debated and then 
just passed on from year to year. But we 
came to Washington for a different reason 


Var. 1l 
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We came to solve problems. That’s why we 
passed major reforms to raise the standards 
in every public school in America. That’s why 
we passed reforms of Medicare to give pa- 
tients prescription drugs and give seniors 
choices No, we came to lead, and we have 
delivered results for the American people. 

It’s a President's job to confront problems, 
not to pass them on to future Presidents and 
future generations. A President needs to step 
up to make tough decisions and keep com- 
mitments. And that’s how I'm going to con- 
tinue to lead this country. Great events will 
turn on this election. The man who sits in 
the Oval Office will set the course in the war 
on terror and the direction of our economy 
The security and prosperity of America are 
at stake 

My opponent hasn’t offered much in the 
way of strategies to win the war or policies 
to expand our economy. So far, all we hear 
from that side is a lot of bitterness and anger 
3ut he’s going to find out what I know: Anger 
is not an agenda for the future of America 

I'm going to talk about the big issues COn- 
fronting our country with a sense of optimism 
because I believe so much in what our coun- 
try stands for, a sense of resolve and deter- 
mination. My administration stands ready to 
We have 


a reason. We can see clearly where we need 


lead this Nation for 4 more years 


to go. 

The big issue for every family in America 
is the Federal tax burden. It’s the largest tax 
relief since Ronald Reagan was the Presi- 
dent. We have left more money in the hands 
that earned it. By spending and investing and 
helping to create new jobs, the American 
people have used their money far better than 
the Federal Government would have. Be- 
cause we acted, our economy is growing 
stronger. The economy grew in the second 
half of 2003 at the fastest rate in nearly 20 
years. Productivity is high, and business in- 
vestment is rising. Interest rates and inflation 
rates are low Homeownership is at the high- 
est rate ever. Manutacturing is increasing 
We've added 355,000 new jobs over the past 
6 months. The tax relief we passed is work- 
ing 

We have a difference of opinion on taxes. 
My opponent's plan for those tax cuts is to 


take them away. He would use that money 
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to expand the Federal Government. I have 
a better idea: To keep this economy growing 
and to create jobs, the tax cuts must be per- 
manent 

We need to do more to keep our economy 
growing. To create jobs, we need to maintain 
fiscal discipline in the Nation’s Capital. We 
need to protect small-business owners and 
employees from the frivolous and junk law- 
suits that make it hard to expand their busi- 
nesses. We need to stop overregulation at the 
State and Federal level. We need to control 
the costs of health care by association health 
plans or health Saving accounts and_ this 
country must have national medical liability 
reform. We need to open up markets for 
New York’s farmers and entrepreneurs and 
manutacturers We need to pass sound en- 
ergy legislation that will encourage conserva- 
tion, that will enable us to modernize our 
electricity system, and that will make us less 
dependent on foreign sources of energy 

We've got a difference on how to create 
jobs. My opponent talks about job creation 
but he’s against every one ol those job-cre- 


ating measures. Empty talk about jobs and 
economic isolationism won't get anybody 


hired. The best way to create jobs is through 
a pro-growth pro-entrepreneul economic 
agenda 

Our economy 1s changing It's a time ol 
ransition. And so we must help people get 
the skills necessary so they can find good 
All skills start with education. That's 
why I was so strong on the No Child Left 
Behind Act. This chal- 
lenging the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
In return for Federal money 
every child to learn to read 
add and subtract 


WOI k 
administration is 


we now expect 
and write and 
And we want every school 
district in America to show us whether or 
not every child is learning to read and write 
sure that not 
one single child gets left behind in our coun- 


try 


and add and subtract, to make 


We're doing more. We have special pro- 
grams for high school students to make sure 
they can catch up in reading and math. We've 
got to focus on our community college sys- 
tem. Today I heard the great about 
Nassau Community College and their nurs- 


story 


? , 
ing program, as they're paying for people to 


become nurses in our society. Education is 


Mar. 
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the gateway to a hopeful future, and this ad- 
ministration is making sure the gate is open 
to all Americans. 

We're also working toward making sure 
this society encourages ownership. We want 
more people owning a home. We want more 
people owning their own small business. We 
want people owning and managing their own 
health care accounts. We want younger work- 
ers to own and manage personal savings ac- 
counts under Social Security. I believe in pri- 
vate property so much, I want everybody to 
have some. [Laughter] 

On issue after issue, the American people 
have a very clear choice My opponent is 
against personal retirement accounts. He’s 
against putting patients in charge of Medi- 
care. He’s against the tax relief. He seems 
to be against every idea that gives Americans 
more authority more choices, and more con- 
It’s the same old 
Washington mindset: They'll give you the or- 


trol over our own lives. 


ders, and you'll pay the bills. I've got news 
for the Washington crowd, the Washington 
insiders. America has gone beyond that way 
of thinking, and we are not going back 

Our future also depends on America’s 
leadership in the world. The momentum of 
freedom in our time is strong, but we still 
face serious challenges. Al Qaida is wounded 
but not broken. Terrorists are testing our will 
in Afghanistan and in Iraq. Regimes in North 
Korea and Iran are challenging the peace. 
If America shows weakness and uncertainty 
in this decade, the world will drift toward 
tragedy. That is not going to happen on my 
watch. 

This Nation is strong and confident in the 
cause of freedom, and today, no one doubts 
the word of the United States 


our allies gave 


America and 
an ultimatum to the terror 
regime in Afghanistan. The Taliban chose de- 
fiance, and for the good of the world and 
Af- 


] 
no tonger in 


for the good of the suffering people in 
the Taliban 


America and our allies gave an ulti- 


ghanistan are 
power 
matum to the terror regime in Iraq. The dic 
tator chose defiance; the dictator now sits in 
a prison cell 

September the 11th, 2001, taught a lesson 
I will never forget: America must confront 
threats before they fully materialize. In Iraq, 


my administration looked at the intelligence, 
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and we saw a threat. The 
at the intelligence, and they saw a 
threat. The United Nations Security Council 
looked at the intelligence, and it saw a threat 
The previous administration and Congress 
looked at the intelligence and made regime 
change in Iraq the policy of our country. In 
2002, the United Nations Security Council 
yet again demanded a full accounting of Sad- 
dam Hussein’s weapons programs. As he had 
for over a decade, Saddam Hussein refused 
to comply. So I had a choice to make: Either 
take the r take 
to defend America. Given that choice 
defend America. 

My opponent admits that Saddam Hussein 
was a threat. He just didn’t support my deci- 


‘ 1 
Congress looked 
same 


action 


I will 


word of a madman, o 


sion to remove Saddam from power. Pe rhaps 
he was hoping Saddam would lose the next 
election in [raq. | Laughter| 

We showed the 
world that America means what it says. Be- 
our coalition acted, 
chambers are 


dictator and a watching 
cause Saddam’s torture 


closed. Because we acted, 
Iraq’s weapons programs are ended forever. 
Because we nations like 
gotten the message and renounced their own 
weapons programs. Because we acted, an ex- 
ample of democracy is rising at the heart of 
the Middle East. acted, the 


world is more free and America is more se- 


acted, Libya have 


Because we 


cure. 

We still face thugs and terrorists in lraq 
who would rather go on killing the innocent 
than accept the advance of liberty. See, they 
know that a free Iraq would be a major defeat 
in the cause of terror. This collection of kill- 
ers is trying to shake our will, to shake the 
will of America. You know, they really don't 
understand our country. America will never 
be intimidated by thugs and assassins 

We are aggressively striking the terrorists 
in Iraq, defeating them there so we do not 
have to face them in our own country. We're 
calling on other nations to help [raq build 

free society. A free [raq makes 
and the secure. We're standing 
with the [raqi people as they assume more 
of their own defense and move toward self- 
government. easy tasks, but 
they are America will 
what we and we will win this 
essential victory in the war on terror. 


America 
world more 


These are not 
essential tasks. finish 


have begun, 
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Americans have the 
clearest possible choice. My opponent says 
he approves of bold action in the world, but 
only if other countries don’t object. I'm all 
for united action, and so are our 34 coalition 
partners in Iraq right now. This country must 
never outsource America’s security decisions 
to leaders of other nations. 

Some are skeptical that the war on terror 
is really a war at all. Just days ago, my oppo- 
nent indicated that 
using the word “war’ 
we re in. He 
terminology.” 


On national security, 


comfortable 

‘to describe the struggle 
I don’t want to use that 
Senator Kerry has also said the 
war on terror is far less of a military operation 
and far more of an intelligence-gathering, law 
enforcement operation. I disagree. Our Na- 
tion followed this approach after the World 
Trade Center was bombed in 1993. The mat- 
ter was handled in the courts and thought 
by some to be settled. But the terrorists were 
still training in Afghanistan. They were still 
plotting in other nations. They were drawing 
up more ambitious ple ins. After the chaos and 
carnage of September the L1th, it is not 


he’s not 


said, “ 


enough to serve our enemies with legal pa- 


ve TS. 

With those attacks, the terrorists and their 
supporters declared war on the United States 
of America. And war is what they got. One 
very important issue of this war is intelligence 
gathering, as Senator Kerry says. Yet in 1995, 
2 years after the first attack on the World 
Trade Center, my opponent offered legisla- 
tion to cut the overall intelligence budget by 
$1'% billion. When he introduced that bill 
on the floor of the Senate, Senator Kerry said 
he was cutting spending that was, in his 
words, pointless, wasteful, antiquated, and 
just plain silly. Well, his colleagues must have 
had their own ideas about what was pointless 
and silly, of them signed 
Senator Kerry's idea. 
Intelligence spending is necessary, not waste- 
ful. It is important. It is a serious duty of 
our Government and vital to the defense of 
this country 


because not one 


on as a COsponsor to 


Our intelligence professionals are taking 
great risks, and they're doing great work. And 
so are the men and women of the United 
States military. 
and the world, I’ve had the privilege —the 
high privilege—of meeting with those who 


At bases across our country 
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defend our country and sacrifice for our se- 
I’ve seen their great dece ney and their 
And |] . ladies 


the of freedom is in 


curity 


unselfish cour age assure you 


ind gentlemen, cause 
very good hands 

This Nation is prosperous and strong, yet 
that greatest 
strength is in the hearts and souls of our citi- 
We re 
trv to live by. cours: ige and roma and 
and integrity. We’ 
cause of the institutions that give us direction 


we need to remember our 


zens » strong because of the values we 


strong be- 


reverence 


and reli- 
values and insti- 


and purpose, families and schools 


gious congregations. These 
tutions are fundamental to our lives, and they 
deserve the respect of the Government. 

We fair treatment of faith- 
based groups so they can receive Federal 


stand for the 


support for their works of compassion and 
help We will not stand for Government dis- 
crimination against people of faith 

We stand for welfare reforms that require 
work and strengthen marriage, which have 
helped millions of Americans find independ- 
and dignity. We will not stand for any 
attempt to weaken those reforms and to send 
people back into lives of dependence 

We life which 
every person counts and every pt rson mat- 
We will not stand for the treatment of 
any life as a commodity to be experimented 


ence 


stand for a culture of 


ters 


on or exploited or cloned 

We stand for the confirmation of judges 
who strictly and faithfully interpret the law 
We will not stand for judge s who undermine 
democracy by legislating from the bench and 
try to remake the culture of 
orde1 


America by court 


We stand for the culture of responsibility 
We're changing the 
America from one that says, “If it feels good, 
do it,” If you've got a problem, blame 


somebody else 


in America. culture of 
and “ 
in which each 
of us understands we are responsible for the 
decisions we make in life 
enough to be 


” to a culture 


fortunate 
i father, you’re 
re sponsible for ‘hen your child with all your 
heart. If you’re worried about the quality of 
the education in the community in which you 
live, you're re sponsible for doing something 
about it. If you re a CEO in corporate Amer- 
ica, you're responsible for telling the truth 


If you're 
1 mother or 


to your shareholders and your employees. 


Mar 
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And in a new responsibility society, each of 
us is responsible for loving our neighbor just 
like we'd like to be loved ourself. 

For all Americans, these years in our his- 
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of our leaders. 
those times. You and I are living in a period 
when the stakes are high and the challenges 
are difficult, a period of time when American 
resolve 1S needed 


This isn’t one of 


None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began On Sep- 
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the 
of the Twin Towers. I stood with and 
Rudy. I'll never forget that day. There were 
workers hardhats shouting at the top of 
their lungs, “Whatever it takes.” 
a fellow pointed at me and said 
dent, never let me down.” 
day, the 
the rubble took it personally. I took it person- 
ally. I have a responsibility that goes on. I 
will never relent it 


ruins 


George 


I remember 
“Mr. Presi- 
As we all did that 
men and women searching through 


1 bringing justice to our 
I will defend the security of Amer- 
ica, whatever it takes 

In these times, I have also been witness 
to the character of this Nation. Not so long 
ago, some had their doubts about the Amer- 
ican character, whether we could meet a seri- 
ous challenge or whether we had the capacity 
to serve a 


enemies 


greater than self-interest 
But Americans have given their answe 


Cause 
r. I've 
seen the unselfish courage of our troops. I've 
seen the Americans in the face 
of danger. I've seen the spirit of service and 
compassion renewed in our country. We've 


heroism of 


all seen our Nation unite in common purpose 
when it mattered most. 

We will need all of these qualities for the 
work ahead. We and the 
world is counting on us to lead in the 
We a duty to 
spread opportunity to every part of this coun- 
try. This is the work that history has set be- 
fore us. We And we know that 
for our country, the best days lie ahead. 

God bless you all. 


have a war to win, 
cause 


of freedom and peace have 


welcome it 
Thanks for coming. 


at the 
Gov 
Rudolph W 
Alex- 
Treadwell, chairman, New York 


Note: The President spoke 


at 6:25 p.m 
Carltun. In 


his remarks, he referred to 
Pataki of New York 
forme ‘+r mayor of New York City; 
Sandy’ 


George E 
Giuliani, 
ander F 
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Mike Long, chair- 
Party of New York State; Jo 
seph Mondello, chairman, Nassau County Re pub- 
and Patricia L Acampora, New York 


State assemblywoman 


Republic an State Committee; 


man, Conservative 


lican Party 


Remarks Following a Wreath-Laying 
Ceremony for Victims of the Mar ‘ch 
11 Madrid Terrorist Attack 

March 12, 2004 


Mr. Ambassador, 
Laura and me here during this solemn occa- 
The United States of America sends our 
prayers and sympathies to the Spanish peo- 
ple, who mourn the loss of life, 
weep for their loved ones, who wonder about 
their future now that there’s been such trag- 
edy 


thank you for having 
sion 


who today 


The bombings in Spain are a 


grim re- 
minder that there are evil people in the world 
who are willing to kill innocent life. 1 appre- 
ciate so very much your Government's strong 
and terrorist organi- 
The United States of Amer- 
» make 


stand against terrorism 
zations like ETA. 
ica stands firmly with you as we work t 
the world more peaceful and more free 

Killers try to shake 
shake our confidence 


our will. They try to 
in the future 
people will stand firm against this type ol kill- 
ing, and they'll have a friend with the Amer- 
ican people. So Mr ask for 


God's blessings for the people of your great 


Spanish 


Ambassador, we 


country 

Thank you very much for having Laura and 
me here 
at the 


NoTI 1:08 p.m 


Embassy of Spain. In his remarks, he referred to 


The President spoke at 


Francisco Javier Ruperez Rubio, Spain's Ambas 
sador to the U.S.; and Basque Fatherland and Lib- 
ETA 


erty 


Interview of the President and the 
First Lady by Television of Spain 
(TVE) 

March 12, 2004 


Reaction to March 11 Terrorist Attack in 
Madrid 


Q. First of all, I would like to thank you 


very much on behalf of the Spanish people 


Mar 
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And I'd 
like to ask your feelings about this horrifying 
thing that happened yesterday in M: idrid 
First question: What are your feelings? 

The President. Well, | 
when our citizens lost life 
horror, the outrage, the 
credible sadness. 


for being able to send a message. 


can remember 
I remember the 
and the in 
-I feel the 
My first reaction is, my heart 
who are 


anger 
So I guess my 
same Way today 
breaks for those mourning the 
of their loved one. It must be a sense of emp- 
tiness and a sense of real—their hearts are 
broken. And we send our prayers to those 
W ho are SO sad 

The First Lady. Grieving, who are griev- 
ing today. We thinking about them 
And I want all the people who lost somebody 
yesterday in Spain to know that the American 
people are sending our love and our condo- 
And we know what it feels like, 
we know how tough it is. 

Q. That would be the second question. 
The message for the people of Spain is that 
of solidarity and love? 

The President. Of course. | think the peo- 
ple of Spain are going to rally around those 


loss 


all are 


lences and 


who have lost life. It’s amazing what happens 
when something like this hi appens to a soci- 
ety There’s an outpouring of love and con 
cern. There’s an outpouring of love here in 
America from people that the families in 
Spain will never know. There’s just a lot of 
people who care deeply about the fact of the 
lost life. Neighbors will help neighbors 

I think you're going to find as well that 
the people of Spain—or we'll find as well 
the people of Spain will refuse to be intimi- 
dated, that they're not going to allow killers, 
coldblooded killers, to intimidate the coun- 
try. And these people kill because they hate 
freedom and the "y hate what Spain ste inds for 
Spain is a great ‘culture and a great people, 
And the 
killers hate freedom, and they're trying to in- 
timidate. And the Spanish people will not be 
intimidated 

Q. As you know, the royal family is work- 
ing hard, as is the Spi nish Government, try- 
ing to heal, if it’s possible. Any 
the many women, 
feel really lost? 

The First Lady. | 


women and men, 


with great traditions of democracy. 


message for 
many families who now 


want to encourage 
and mothers and fathers 
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particularly, to put their arms around their 
children are very frightening times for 
adults can imagine how 
they are And it’s a time for 
adults, mothers and dads and grandparents, 
to protect their children and reassure their 
children, put their arms around them and let 
them know they're going to be okay and the 
okay and things will 
work out, as we grieve for these people who 


These 
so we frightening 


for children 


country is going to be 


lost the person they love best in the bomb- 


Ings 


Cooperation With Spanish Government 


Q. Mr. President, you've been dealing with 
this situation for it’s been 
very hard. What could you say to the Spanish 
Government now dealing with a hard thing? 

The President. My first reaction is that 
the people of Spain are lucky to have 
Maria Aznar President during these 
times. He is a man who understands the war 
clearly knows the stakes 
knows that we give an inch to 
able to be 
voice 


4 years. I'm sure 


Jose 
as the 
on terror and 
must never 
He will be 
a compassionate 
voice during these times 


the terrorists a strong 


voice and 


a strong 

The Government must stay strong. But the 
Spanish Government has been fighting ter 
Maria 
terrorist organiza- 
knows what the stakes 
who did this yet. I 
You'll hear all 
kinds of rumors, and it will take a while to 
find out the And the United States 
Government will help the Spanish Govern- 
ment find out the facts, if they so desire 


rorist organizations for a while. Jose 
has been strong against 
tions like ETA. He 
are. We 


wouldn't 


don’t know 


rule anybody out 


facts 


People will find there’s going to be a lot 
of speculation here, and that’s all it’s going 
to be. People will claim credit or not claim 
credit People will say, “W 


‘We did do it,” 


e didn’t do it,” or 
to create a sense of confusion 
But the facts will become known after a 
while. It takes a while. It took us a while 
to find out exactly who ordered the attacks 
And once the facts are known 
find out who did it, America 
will join the Spanish Government to hunt the 
terrorists down and bring them to justice. 


Q. Would it make 


on America. 
and once we 


it’s 


any difference if 
ETA or Al Qaida or any radical—— 
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The President. Well, it’s hard to specu- 
late. We've seen claims already “No, we 
didn’t do - ” Sometimes when somebody 
“No, we didn’t do it,” it means they 
did do it and sometimes these people want 
But we don’t know yet And all 
I can assure the people of Spain is that, to 
the extent that the Government wants, we 
will help find out the facts, and if these ter- 
rorists are Overseas or plotting from overseas 


Says, 


to deceive 


we will lend our ex- 
pertise, our inte lligence gathering to he ‘Ip the 
Spanish authorities bring these pe ople to jus- 

tice. That’s what the Spanish people expect. 
These people need to be brought to justice 

And we will help any way we can 


or anywhere in Europe, 


Responsibility for Attack/Spanish 
Election 


Q. Let’s talk 


a bit about the future ye 
you know, w 


- have elections in a couple « 
days, the es after tomorrow. And some sth 
ple say that if it’s Al Qaida, that could mean 
that some ‘body is trying to punish t the Spanish 
Government for backing the What do 
you think about it? 
The President. 
cuse. Killers kill 


War 


I think that’s a feeble ex- 
And I think we shouldn't 
give them any great credit. All they're trying 
to do is shake the will of the free world. They 
hate willi ing to try to 
create And 
the Spanish Government will never change 
its love for 


freedom, and they're 


intimidate pe ople to change 
freedom. It’s one of the great 
things about Spain, is its embrace of liberty 

But people shouldn't speculate right now 
as to who did it. It’s going to take a while 
It just is. These were very coordinated bomb- 
ings, and it’s going to take some good forensic 
work to get the facts. 

And so I hope the people of Spain just 
go about their business—and participate in 
after all Spain is a 
and not let the speculation de- 
cide how to vote They ought to vote for who 
they think is going to be the 
ment 

Q. But it’s almost inevitable. I mean, the 
whole world is watching who is behind the 
attacks- 

The President. Sure. We want to help— 
we want to find—we want to help find out. 
But I don’t think you can know immediately. 


the elections, of course: 


democracy 


best govern- 
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Again, people will—this happened in our 
country. And there was all kinds of specula- 
tion as to who attacked, who started the at- 
tacks. And it took a while to make sure we 
knew. But over time, our intelligence serv- 
ices got worked up and law enforcement got 
involved, and I think you'll find the case to 
be in Spain as well. The facts will become 
known. And then that makes it easier for the 
Government to make the decision as to how 
to proceed. 

Q. Thank you very much. As I said, on 
behalf of the Spanish people, thank you for 
sending a message and for being close to us 

The President. Yes. Well, we care deeply 
about our friends, and the people of Spain 
are friends. May God bless them 

Q. Thank you 

The First Lady. Thank you 


Norte: The interview began at 1:25 p.m. at the 
Embassy of Spain. In his remarks, the President 
referred to Basque Fatherland and Liberty (ETA 
A tape was not available for verification of the 
content of this interview 


Remarks on Efforts To Globally 
Promote Women’s Human Rights 


March 12, 2004 


Thank you all very much. It takes me 45 
seconds to walk to work, and sometimes | 
get introduced by my wife. [Laughter] It’s 
a heck of a job. Thanks, Laura 

Laura is—you know, one of the interesting 
moments in our family came when she gav 
She used the President’s 
time to give a radio address, to speak to the 
women of Afghanistan. And it made a big 


difference in people’s lives. And it was from 


a radio address 


that moment forward that she, personally, 
has dedicated time to make sure that people 
who have been enslaved are free, particularly 
women. And I’m proud of Laura's leadership 

In the last 2% years, we have seen remark- 
able and hopeful development in world his- 
tory. Just think about it: More than 50 million 
men, women, and children have been liber- 
ated from two of the most brutal tyrannies 
on Earth—50 million people are free. All 
these people are now learning the blessings 
of freedom. 


Mar. 12 


And for 25 million women and girls, libera- 
tion has a special significance. Some of these 
girls are attending school for the first time 
It’s hard for people in America to imagine 
A lot of young girls now get to go to school 


Some of the women are preparing to vote 


in free elections for the very first time 

The public whippings by Taliban officials 
have ended. The systematic use of rape by 
Saddam's regime to dishonor families has 
ended. He sits in the prison cell 

The advance of freedom in the greater 
Middle East has given new rights and new 
hopes to women. And America will do its part 
to continue the spread of liberty 

I want to thank a man who is working hard 
to continue the spread of liberty, and that’s 
the Secretary of State, Colin Powell. I appre- 
ciate three members of my Cabinet who are 
here: Secretary Gale Norton, Secretary Ann 
Veneman, and Secretary Elaine Chao. | put 
together, in all due humility, the greatest 
Cabinet ever. And one of the reasons why 
is these three ladies have agreed to serve 
The President has got to get pretty good ad- 
vice—I mean really good advice, frankly, 
from people other than his wife. [Laughter] 
[ get 
Condoleezza Rice, who is with us today 


great foreign policy advice from 

I want to thank other members of my ad- 
ministration who are here for this very im- 
portant occasion to end what has been a very 
important dialog Deputy Secretary of De- 
fense Paul Wolfowitz is with us; Andrew 
Natsios, who runs USAID. Paula Dobriansky 
of the Department of State—and I want to 
thank you for going to Afghanistan recently 
with Joyce Rumsfeld, Secretary Rumsfeld’s 
better half, who also went to Afghanistan re- 
cently to spread the word that America will 
stay the course, that when we Say something, 
we mean it, and that we say we're going to- 
[applause |. 

I just named a distinguished American to 
be a U.S. delegate to the U.N. Commission 
on the Status of Women, my sister, Dorothy 
Thank you for being here, Doro. And I took 
the recommendation of Vice President Che- 
ney for another member of the same delega- 
tion. He suggested that America would be 
well served by his eldest daughter, Liz. And 
he’s right. Good to see you, Liz. 
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I want to thank Rend al-Rahim, who is 
with us today. Rend, thank you for coming. 
She’s the senior Iraqi representative to the 
United States. That is a forerunner to ambas- 
sadorial status, I Certainly I'm not 
speaking for what is going to be the sovereign 


guess 


Government of Iraq. She’s good at what she 
does, I’m telling you 

There’s a lot of ambassadors who are here. 
[ want to thank you all for coming. It’s good 
to see you. I appreciate you taking time to 
be here. This is an important conference. 
The message of the United States about free- 
dom and liberty in the Middle East is a seri- 
And I thank the Governments 
for being here to listen and to help us ad- 
vance this vital cause for what’s good for the 
world 


ous message 


And so thanks for coming. There’s a 
lot of countries represented here, particularly 
Middle Eastern countries 

As I told you, Joyce went to 
went to Afeh: unistan. There are other mem- 
bers of the U.S. Afghan Women’s Council 
that went to Kabul. I want to thank you all 
for going. I hear it’s of the travelers, 
Karen Hughes, reported back, and Margaret 
did Margaret Spellings, who is my 
Domestic Policy Advisor 


-and Paula 


one 


as well- 
\ They said it’s unbe- 
lievable what's taking place there 
try is transitioning from despair to hope 


The coun- 
And 
It’s changing and chang- 
ing for the better. The people of Afghanistan 
have just got to know that we'll stand with 
them for however long it takes to be 

[ appreciate the 
tended the Commission on the 
Women New York this week 


thank you all for coming. 


its easy to see now 


free 
Iraqi women who at- 
Status of 
I want to 
appreciate you 
being here 

I want to thank my friend Dr. Raja Khuzai, 
who's with us today. This is the third time 
met. The first time met, 
walked into the Oval Office 
it the first time? It was the first time. The 
door opened up. She said, “My liberator,” 
and burst out in tears. And so did I 

Dr. Khuzai also was there to have Thanks- 
giving dinner with our troops. And it turned 
out to be me as well. Of course, I didn’t tell 
her I was coming. [Laughter] But I appre- 
ciate that, and now she’s here again. I want 
to thank you, Doctor, for your hard work on 
the writing of the basic law for your people. 


have we she 


let’s see, was 


Mar. 
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You have stood fast. You have stood strong. 
Like got liberty etched in your 
heart, and you ‘re not going to yie * And you 
e proud to 


me, you've 
are doing a great job, and we’ 


have you back. Thanks for siete 


Ambassador Ssempala is with us as well, 


from Uganda. It’s great to see you again, Am- 
Thanks. She made our trip to 
Uganda so specie al that time. She paved the 
way for what was a special trip. I'm going 
to talk a little bit about HIV/AIDS. I want 
to thank you and your country’s leadership 
on that important issue 

Shamim Jawad is with us, Ambassador Said 
Jawad’s better half. I want to thank you very 
much for being here, Shamim. Thanks for 
coming. I appreciate your coming. 

The Director of the Anti-Tr: ifficking Oper- 
ations for International Justice Mission is 
Sharon Cohn. She’s with us. Let me tell what 
that means 


bassador 


That means she’s working to end 
She is a noble soul who cares 
oy about the plight of every woman. And 
Sharon. | 
want thank you very much for your strong 


sex slavery 
I'm honored that you're up here, 


This Government stands with 
and our country stands with you. We 
abhor abhor—the practice of sex slav- 
ery. We will do all we can to he ‘Ip you 
Support for human rights is the corner- 
stone of American foreign polic y. As a matter 
of national conviction, we believe that every 
person in every culture is meant by God to 
live in freedom 


commitment 
you, 
we 


As a matter of national inter- 
e know that the spread of liberty and 
hope is essential to the defeat of despair and 
bitterness and terror. The policy of the 
American Government is to stand for the 
nonnegotiable demands of human dignity— 


est, w 


the rule of law, the limits on the power of 
the state, free speech, freedom of worship, 
equal justice, respect for women, religious 
and ethnic tolerance, and protections for pri- 
vate property. That is what we 
ve re not going to change 


believe, and 
We have transformed this belief in human 
rights into action. Last year, our Government 
devoted nearly $75 million to combat the 
worldwide trafficking in human beings. It’s 
a brutal trade, inhumane trade, by sick gt 
ple that targets many women and girls. 
spoke out against this practice at the Unite d 
Nations. I called upon the world to join us 
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This country is determined to fight and end 
this modern form of slavery 

HIV/AIDS has orphaned millions of chil- 
dren worldwide. And in some African coun- 
tries, nearly 60 percent of adults carrying the 
virus are women. In 2002, we created the 
Mother and Child HIV Prevention Initiative 
to prevent viral transmission of the virus be- 
tween generations. it’s an important initiative 
by this Government, but it wasn’t enough. 

Last year, I announced an Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief, a $15 billion commitment 
over 5 years to fight this deadly disease. This 
country is determined to turn the tide against 
this modern plague. disease 
and suffering, we will not turn our back 

The economic empowerment of women is 


When we see 


one effective way to improve lives and to pro- 
tect rights. Each year for the past 5 years, 
the United he ites Government has provide d 
of $155 million in small loans, 
microloans. About 70 percent of those ben- 
efit women. It turns out the world is learning 
what we know in America: The 
preneurs in the country are 
America, most new small 
started by women. With the right help, that 
will be the around the world as well 

We're determined to help women to find 
the independence and dignity that 
from ownership. 


an average 


best entre- 
women. In 


businesses are 
case 


comes 
These are necessary re- 
sponses to urgent problems. Yet, in the end 
the rights of women and all human beings 
can be framework 
of freedom and democri Te If pe -ople aren t 
free, it is likely 


pressed 


assured only within the 


that women will be sup- 


Human rights are defined by a constitu 
tion. They're defended by an impartial ale 
of law. They're secured in a pluralistic soci- 
ety. The advance of women’s rights and the 
advance of liberty are ultimately inseparable 
America stands with the world’s oppressed 
peoples. We've got to speak clearly for free- 
dom, and we will, in places like Cuba or 
North Korea or Zimbabwe or Burma. 

We stand with courageous 
Aung San Suu Kyi is a courageous reformer 


reformers 


and a remarkable woman who remains under 
house arrest for her efforts to bring democ- 
racy to her nation. Earlier today, the Libyan 
Government released Fathi Jahmi. She’s 

local government official who was impris 
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oned in 2002 for advocating free speech and 
ae ear g It’s an encouraging step toward 
reform in Libya. You probably have heard, 
Libya is gn ginning to change her attitude 
about a lot of things. We hope that more 
such steps will follow 
the world. 

The advance 
back forever 
ten the 
single 


Libya and around 


held 


And America is working to has- 


of freedom cannot be 


day when freedom comes to every 


We understand a free world 
is more likely to be a peaceful world. 

When Iran’s Shirin Ebadi accepted the 
Nobel for peace- -Nobel Prize for Peace last 
year, said: “If the 21st cen- 
itself from the cycle of 
violence and acts of terror and war and avoid 
repetition of the experience of the 20th cen- 
tury, there is no other way except by under- 
ste inding and putting into practice every 
human right for all mankind, irre spective of 
race faith, nationality, or social 
That's a powerful statement coming 
No wonder she won the Nobel 
Prize. She’s a proud Iranian. She is a devout 
Muslim. She believes that democracy is con- 
sistent with Islamic teachings. 
in this belief. 
America. 


nation. 


here’s what she 
tury wishes to free 


and gender, 
status.” 
from Iran. 


And we share 
That’s what we believe in 
A religion that demands individual 
moral accountability and encourages the en- 
counter of the individual with God is fully 
compatible with the rights and responsibil- 
ities of self-government. Promotion of de- 
mocracy in the greater Middle 
tant. It’s a priority of ours. 
a long and difficult road 


Way. 


East is impor- 
And it will be 
But we're on the 

Three years ago, the nation of Afghanistan 
was the primary training ground for Al Qaida. 
You Laura talk about the movie 
“Osama.” See it. It'll help enrich the words 
I’m about to say: The Taliban were incredibly 
barbaric. It’s hard for the American mind to 
“barbaric.” Watch the 
Women were forbidden from appearing in 
public unescorted. That’s barbaric. Women 
were prohibited from holding jobs. It’s im- 
possible for young girls to get an education. 
That's barbaric. It’s not right. 

Today, the Taliban regime is gone, thank 
goodness. Girls are back in class. The amaz- 
ing accomplishment, though, is that Afghani- 
stan has a new constitution that guarantees 


he -ard 


understand movie. 
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full participation by women. The constitution 
is a milestone in Afghanistan’s history. It’s 


really a milestone in world history, when you 


think about it. All Afghan citizens, regardless 
of gender, now have equal rights before the 
law 

The new lower house of Parliament will 
guarantee places for women. Women voters 
in Afghanistan, as Laura said, are registering 
at a faster rate than men for the June elec- 
tion. What’s new? [Laughter] Afghanistan 
still has challenges ahead, no doubt about it. 
But now the women of that country, instead 
of living in silence and fear, are a part of 
the future of the country. They're a part of 
a hopeful tomorrow 

Iraq has a different history and yet a dif- 
ferent set of challenges Only one year ago- 
only one year after being liberated from an 
incredibly ruthless person and a ruthless re- 
gime [raqi women are playing an essential 
part in rebuilding the nation. They're part 
of the future of the country 

Every woman in Iraq is better off because 
the rape rooms and torture chambers of Sad- 
dam Hussein are forever closed. He is a bar- 
baric person. He violated people in such a 
brutal way that some never thought that the 
spirit of lraq could arise again. We never felt 
that way here in this administration. We felt 
that people innately love freedom and if just 
given a chance, if given an opportunity, they 
will rise to the challenge 

Three women now serve on the Iraqi Gov- 
erning Council. You just heard me praise 
one. The historic document that was written 
recently guarantees the basic rights of all 
Iraqis, men and women, including freedoms 
of worship, expression, and association. The 
document protects unions and political par- 
ties and outlaws discrimination based on gen- 
der, ethnic class, and religion. It’s an amazir 
document that’s been written. 


o 
1g 


Iraqi women are already using their new 
political powers to guard against extremism 
and intolerance in any form, whether it be 
religious or secular. The women leaders of 
Afghanistan and Iraq have shown incredible 
courage. When you think about what life was 
like months ago for many women, the fact 
that they have risen up is a testament to their 
souls, to their very being, their bravery. Some 
have paid for their new freedoms with their 


Mar. 
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lives, but in so doing, their sons and daugh- 
ters will be forever grateful. These leaders 
have sent a message throughout the Middle 
East and throughout the world: Every man 
and women in every culture was born to live 
in freedom. 

The momentum of liberty is building in 
the Middle East. Just think about what's 
taken place recently. In 2002, Bahrain elect- 
ed its own parliament for the first time in 
nearly three decades. Liberty is marching. 
Oman has extended the vote to all adult citi- 
zens. On Monday, its Sultan appointed the 
nation’s first female cabinet minister. We’re 
making progress on the road to freedom. 
Qatar has a new constitution. Yemen has a 
multiparty political system. Kuwait has a di- 
rectly elected national assembly. Jordan held 
historic elections last summer. Times are 
changing 

America is taking the side of those reform- 
who are committed to democratic 
change. It is our calling to do so. It is our 
duty to do so. I proposed doubling the budg- 
et for the National Endowment for Democ- 
racy to $80 million. We will focus its new 
work on bringing free elections and free mar- 


ers 


kets and free speech and free labor unions 
to the Middle East. 

By radio and television, we're broadcasting 
the message of tolerance and truth in Arabic 
and Persian to tens of millions of people. And 
our Middle East Partnership Initiative sup- 
ports economic and political and educational 
reform throughout the region. We're build- 
ing women’s centers in Afghanistan and Iraq 
that will offer job training and provide loans 
for small businesses and teach women about 
their rights as citizens and human beings. 
We're active. We're strong in the pursuit of 
freedom. We just don’t talk a good game in 
America, we act. 

In Afghanistan, the U.S.-Afghan Women’s 
Council is developing projects to improve the 
education of women and to train the leaders 
of tomorrow. You heard Laura talk about her 
deep desire to help train women to become 
teachers, not only in the cities but in the rural 
parts of Afghanistan. We'll succeed. We'll fol- 
low through on that initiative. We're pur- 
suing a forward strategy of freedom—that’s 
how I like to describe it, a forward strategy 
of freedom in the Middle East. And I believe 
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there’s no doubt that if America stays the 
course and we call upon others to stay the 
course, liberty will arrive and the world will 
be better off. 

The momentum of freedom in the Middle 
East is beginning to benefit women. That's 
what’s important for this conference. A free 
society is a society in which women will ben- 
efit. 

I want to remind | of what King 
Mohamed of Morocco said when he pro- 


you 


posed a series of laws to protect women and 
their families. It’s a remarkable statement 
It’s like he’s put the stake in the ground for 
women’s rights. He said, “How can society 
achieve progress while women, who rep- 
resent half the nation, see their rights vio- 
lated and suffer as a result of injustice and 
violence and = marginalization, notwith- 
standing the dignity and justice granted to 
them by our glorious religion.” It’s a strong 
statement of freedom. He’s right. America 
stands with His Majesty and others who 
share that basic belief. The future of Muslim 
nations will be better off for all with the full 
participation of women. 

extraordinary times, historic 
times. We've seen the fall of brutal tyrants 
We're seeing the rise of democracy in the 
Middle East. We’re seeing women take their 
rightful place in societies that were once in- 
credibly oppressive and closed. We're seeing 
the power and appeal of liberty in every sin- 
gle culture. And we're proud once again 
this Nation is proud —to advance the cause 
of human rights and human freedom 


These are 


I want to thank you all for serving the 
cause. The cause is just, the cause is right, 
and the cause is good. May God bless 


Note: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in the 
the East Room at the White House. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Karen Hughes 
Counselor to the President; Dr. Raja Habib 
Khuzai, Iraqi Governing Council; 
Shamim Jawad, wife of Said Tayeb Jawad, Af- 
ghanistan’s Ambassador to the U.S.; Aung San Suu 
Kyi, leader of the National League for Democracy 
of Burma; and Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said 
and Minister of Higher Education Rawya bint 
Saud al-Bussaidi of Oman. The transcript released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of the First Lady. 


former! 


member, 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue 


March 6 


In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in 
Crawford, TX, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he met with Presi- 
dent Vicente Fox of Mexico. 

At noon, the President and Mrs. Bush 
hosted a lunch for President Fox and _ his 
wife, Marta Sahagun de Fox. 


March 8 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Dallas, 
TX, where, upon arrival, he greeted USA 
Freedom Corps volunteer Dr. Joann Sand- 
ers. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Houston, TX, where he attended the Hous- 
ton Livestock Show and Rodeo and greeted 
the 2003 Pro Rodeo Cowboys Association 
champions. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate ]. Bonnie Newman and Leighton 
Smith, Jr., as members of the Board of Visi- 
tors of the U.S. Naval Academy. 


March 9 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. He then traveled to Arling- 
ton, VA, and later returned to Washington, 
Ee. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Veterans of Foreign Wars commander-in- 
chief Edward S. Banas, Sr. He then partici- 
pated in a photo opportunity with the win- 
ners of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Na- 
tional Voice of I Jemocracy Award 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Tina Westby Jonas to be Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller). 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Patrick P. O’Carroll, Jr., as Acting 
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Inspector General of the Social Security Ad- 
ministration 


March 10 


In the morning, the President had an intel- 
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Cleve- 
land, OH, where, upon arrival, he greeted 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Judi Fire- 
stone. He then toured the Thermagon, Inc., 
manufacturing plant 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC 

The President announced his intention to 
Stuart to be Sec- 
retary of the Treasury for Enforcement in 


nominate Levey Under 
charge of overseeing the new Office of Ter- 
. 7 

rorism and Financial Intelligence 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Juan Carlos Zarate to be Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorist Fi- 
nance 


March 11 


In the morning, the President had separate 
telephone conversations with King Juan Car- 
los | and President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain 


to express his condolences concerning the 
terrorist attack in Madrid earlier in the morn- 
ing. Later, he had an intelligence briefing 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
East Farmingdale, NY, where upon. arrival, 
he greeted USA Freedom ( orps volunteer 
Richard McKeon. Later, he traveled to Bay 
Shore, NY, where he toured U.S.A 
tries, Inc 


Indus- 


Later in the afternoon, the President trav- 
eled to East Meadow, NY, where he attended 
the groundbreaking ceremony for the Nassau 
County 9/11 Memorial 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC 

The White announced that the 
President will meet with Prime Minister Jan 
Peter Balkenende of the Netherlands at the 
White House on March 16 

The White 
President will 


House 


that the 
Minister 


House announced 


welcome Prime 


Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 


Bertie Ahern of Ireland to the White House 
on March 17 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Romolo A. Bernardi to be Deputy 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Thomas Hill Moore to be a mem- 
ber of the Consumer Product Safety Com- 
mission 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Edwin D. Williamson to be Direc- 
tor of the Office of Government Ethics 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Lewis W. Lucke to be Ambassado1 
to Swaziland 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Earle I. Mack to be Ambassador 
to Finland 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jackson McDonald to be 
sador to Guinea 


Ambas- 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate John M. Ordway to be 
to Kazakhstan 


Ambassador 


March 12 


In the morning, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with President Ricardo 
Lagos of Chile to discuss the situation in 
Haiti. Later, he had an intelligence briefing 

In the afternoon, the President partici 
pated in a photo opportunity with winners 
of the White House News Photographers As- 
sociation’s “Eyes of History” contest. Later, 
he traveled to Camp David, MD 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Joseph E. Brennan to be a Com- 
missioner of the Federal Maritime Commis- 
sion 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Barbara J. Sapin to be a member 
of the Merit Systems Protection Board 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jack Dyer Crouch I to be Ambas- 
sador to Romania 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 


The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers 


Submitted March 11 


Romolo A. Bernardi, 

of New York, to be Deputy Secretary of 
and Urban 
Alphonso R. Jackson 


Housing Development, vice 


Tina Westby Jonas, 

of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of Defense 
Comptroller), vice Dov S. Zakheim, resign- 
ing 


Lewis W. Lucke, 

of Texas, a career member of the Senior For- 
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to 
Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Kingdom of Swaziland 


Earle I. Mack, 

of New York, to be Extraor 
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of Finland 


Jackson McDonald, 
of Florida, a career member of the 


be Ambassador 


Ambassador 


Senior 
to be 
Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Guinea 


Foreign Service, class of Counselor 


Ambassador 


Thomas Hill Moore, 

of Florida, to be a Commissioner of the Con 
sumer Product Safety Commission for a term 
of 7 years from October 27. 2002 reappoint- 
ment 


John M. Ordway, 

of California, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Kazakhstan 


Juan Carlos Zarate, 

of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury, vice Kenneth Lawson, re- 
signed. 


Submitted March 12 


Joseph E. Brennan, 

of Maine, to be a Federal Maritime Commis- 
sioner for the term expiring June 30, 2008 
reappointment). , 


Jack Dyer ¢ ‘rouch II, 
of Missouri, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Romania. 


William H Pryor, Jr 

of Alabama, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit, vice Emmett Ripley Cox 
retired, to which position he was appointed 


during the last recess of the Senate 


Mary ] Schoelen, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a Judge 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans 
Claims for the term of 15 years, vice John 
J. Farley III, term expiring 
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